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Does It Really Matter?
Does it really matter whether or not we know anything about the 
Rapture or any other end-times events? Our salvation is not affected 
by our views of end-times prophecies, so what difference does it 
m a k e  i f  w e  s t u d y  t h o s e  p r o p h e c i e s  o r  n o t ?  

Consider that 1 out of every 3 or 4 passages in the Bible is prophetic 
in nature, according to Bible scholars (as reported by many authors, 
e.g. these Google search results ). This means that roughly one-third 
of the Bible deals with prophecy! Prophecy is obviously very 
important to God, and therefore it should be important to us as well. 
Notice what God says: 
Revelation 1:3: "Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart 
what  i s  wr i t ten  in  i t ,  because the  t ime is  near "  

Revelation 22:7: "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who 
keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 

1 Thessalonians 5:20: "do not treat prophecies with contempt" 
The book of Revelation is the only book in the entire Bible which 
pronounces a special blessing on those who read it and take it to 
heart, and we can see in the above passages that this blessing is 
given at the beginning and at the end of the book of Revelation. 
Again, prophecy is very important to God, and 1 Thessalonians 5:20 
(above) says that we must not treat prophecies with contempt. 
Therefore, let's be careful not to dishonour God by considering Bible 
prophecy to be a waste of time or impossible to understand. 

THE

OF THE
RAPTURE 

Ible prophecy is a fascinating subject to study, 
and sincere Christians have a variety of views 
concerning the end-times. I believe that when 
we try to be as prayerful, honest, thorough, and 

objective as possible, the weight of Scriptural evidence 
supports the pre-tribulational view of the Rapture (these 
terms will be explained in a moment). Therefore, the 
intent of this series is to demonstrate that Jesus might 
return much sooner than any of us realize. My prayer is 
that this will challenge us to seek a much deeper, more 
intimate, and more obedient relationship with Jesus, and 
that it will give us a new zeal for sharing the Gospel in the 
short time that we might have left. In this series, no

offense or disrespect is meant towards anyone 
   who holds a different view concerning end-
      times prophecy. The fact is, all Christians 
          will be "raptured" at the appropriate time 

no matter what our personal views 
  are concerning the Rapture. If we 
       are caught up to be with Jesus 

before the seven-year Tribulation period begins, then praise the 
Lord! But if the Antichrist comes to power before Jesus returns for us 
then praise the Lord anyway, and let's work together to oppose the 
Antichrist. 

Definitions
Here are some Scriptural explanations for various terms which will be 
u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s e r i e s : 1 .  " T h e  R a p t u r e "  

According to the Bible, Jesus will one day come down out of heaven 
and then He will "snatch up" all Christians (living and dead) off of the 
earth to meet Him in the clouds. This "snatching up" of Christians is 
often referred to as "the Rapture of the Church." Here are two of the 
main passages which describe the Rapture: 
"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage each other with these words.
(1Thessalonians 4:16-18) "I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep [die], but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality." (1 
Corinthians 15:50-53) 
These passages tell us that Jesus will come down from heaven (with 
a loud command and the trumpet call of God), and then everyone 
who had died in Christ will be physically resurrected from the dead 
and will rise to meet the Lord in the air, and then all living Christians 
will rise to meet the Lord in the air. In "the twinkling of an eye" our 
mortal bodies will be transformed into immortal bodies, and we will be 
with the Lord forever. The Greek word harpazo means "catch (away, 
up), pluck, pull, take (by force)," according to Strong's Greek 
Dictionary, and it is translated as "caught up" in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17: 
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"For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up [harpazo] together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 
wil l  be with the Lord forever." (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
In the Latin Vulgate Bible, the Greek word 
harpazo is written as rapiemur. If you search 
the Internet for rapiemur, you'll find that the 
English word "Rapture" comes from the same 
Latin root word that rapiemur comes from. 

Some people don't believe in the Rapture 
because they say that the word "Rapture" 
does not appear anywhere in Scripture. 
However, the words "Trinity" and "Second 
Coming" (for example) never appear in the 
Bible either, yet all of these concepts are 
taught quite clearly in Scripture even if those 
specific terms are not used. Actually, the word 
"Rapture" does appear in the Bible, just not in 
any English translation. Again, the 
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Latin word for "Rapture" is in the Latin 
Vulgate translation of the Bible. 

Throughout this series we will discover 
when the Rapture will happen in relation to 
other end-times events. 

"The Second Coming" 

The Bible says that Jesus will one day 
physically return to the earth and set up a new 
government, and then He will reign on earth 
for one thousand years, as in this example: 
"They came to life and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years." (Revelation 20:4) 
Jesus' future return to the earth is often 
referred to as "the Second Coming of Christ." 

Here are the basic differences between the 
Rapture and the Second Coming, which will 
be explained throughout this series: 
? At the Rapture, Jesus will only come 
down as far as the clouds (but not all the way 
down to the earth), and then He will "snatch 
up" all Christians (living or dead). Our mortal 
bodies will be transformed into immortal 
bodies, and then Jesus will take us up into 
heaven where He will judge us according to 
our deeds. All saved mortals on the earth (i.e. 
all Christians) will be "taken up" in the Rapture 
to meet Jesus in the clouds, and all unsaved 
mortals on the earth will remain on the earth. 
? At the Second Coming, Jesus will 
return all the way down to the earth, and 
everyone who had been raptured will return to 
the earth with Him. No-one will be 
transformed from mortality to immortality at 
the Second Coming, and no-one will go up 
into heaven at the Second Coming. All 
unsaved mortals on the earth will be "taken" in 
judgment by being killed, and all saved 
mortals on the earth will remain on the earth. 
Notice that the events which will take place at 
the Rapture are the opposite of the events 
which will take place at the Second Coming. 
The Rapture and the Second Coming will 
occur at two different times. 

"The Ant ichr ist"  
In the future there will be a world leader who 
will proclaim himself to be God and will carry 
out a horrific persecution against Christians 
and the nation of Israel. The Bible refers to 
him as "the man of lawlessness," "the 
antichrist," "the beast," and so on: 
"After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed 
One will be cut off and will have nothing. The 
people of the ruler who will come will destroy 
the city and the sanctuary. The end will come 
like a flood: War will continue until the end, 
and desolations have been decreed. He [the 
future ruler] will confirm a covenant with many 
for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he 
will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on 
a wing of the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, until the 
end that is decreed is poured out on him." 

(Daniel9:26-27) 

"The king [the future ruler] will do as he 
pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself 
above every god and will say unheard-of 
things against the God of gods. He will be 
successful until the time of wrath is 
completed, for what has been determined 
must take place. He will show no regard for 
the gods of his fathers or for the one 

desired by women, nor will he regard any god, 
but will exalt himself above them all." 

(Daniel11:36-37) 

"Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you 
have heard that the antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have come. This is how 
we know it is the last hour." (1 John 2:18) 

"Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for 
that day will not come until the rebellion 
occurs and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He 
will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, 
so that he sets himself up in God's temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God. Don't you 
remember that when I was with you I used to 
tell you these things? And now you know what 
is holding him back, so that he may be 
revealed at the proper time. For the secret 
power of lawlessness is already at work; but 
the one who now holds it back will continue to 
do so till he is taken out of the way. And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of 
his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his 
coming. The coming of the lawless one will be 
in accordance with the work of Satan 
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, 
signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil 
that deceives those who are perishing. They 
perish because they refused to love the truth 
and so be saved." (2 Thessalonians 2:3-10) 

"And the dragon [the devil, see Revelation 
20:2] stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw 
a beast [the future ruler] coming out of the 
sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with 
ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a 
blasphemous name. The beast I saw 
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of 
a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The 
dragon gave the beast his power and his 
throne and great authority. One of the heads 
of the beast seemed to have had a fatal 
wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. 
The whole world was astonished and followed 
the beast. Men worshiped the dragon 
because he had given authority to the beast, 
and they also worshiped the beast and asked, 
"Who is like the beast? Who can make war 
against him?" The beast was given a mouth to 
utter proud words and blasphemies and to 
exercise his authority for forty-two months. He 
opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to 
slander his name and his dwelling place and 
those who live in heaven. He was given power 
to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them. And he was given authority over every 
tribe, people, language and nation. All 
inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast-
-all whose names have not been written in the 
book of life belonging to the Lamb that was 
slain from the creation of the world." 
(Revelation 13:1-8) 
In 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 (above) and 
Revelation 13:1-8 (above) we can see that 
this future ruler will be controlled by the devil, 
and we usually refer to him as "the Antichrist." 
As we will see, the Antichrist will proclaim 
himself to be God, and he will rule the world 
for the final three and a half years before the 
S e c o n d  C o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t .  

There is some debate about whether the 
Antichrist will be a Jew or a Gentile, and 
whether he will be a Roman or an Assyrian. 
Here are some thoughts on these issues: 

Some people assume that he will be a Jew 
because they don't believe that Israel will 
accept him as the Messiah if he is not Jewish. 
However, the Bible never says that Israel will 
consider him to be the Messiah. Instead, he 
will be a world leader with whom Israel will 
make a  seven-year  peace t reaty.  
? A n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  
Antichrist will be a Jew because Daniel 11:36-
37 says that the Antichrist will show no regard 
for "the God of his fathers" (KJV). Since the 
word "God" is in the singular in the KJV, this 
seems to imply that Daniel was referring to the 
God of the Jews rather than the many gods of 
the Gentiles. The argument is that if the 
Antichrist will show no regard for the Jewish 
God of his fathers, then the  Antichrist must be 

  a Jew. 

However, there are problems with this 
argument. For one thing, Daniel 11:37 uses 
the Hebrew word elohiym, which is plural. 
This Hebrew word is most often used for God 
(e.g. "In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth" - Genesis 1:1), but it is 
also used for false gods in Genesis 31:30, 32

35:2-4, Exodus 18:11, and so on (e.g. "I will 
bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt" - 
Exodus 12:12). So the question is, will the 
Antichrist show no regard for the "God" of his 
fathers (KJV), which might imply that he is a 
Jew, or will he show no regard for the "gods" of 
his fathers (NIV), which would imply that he is 

a G e n t i l e ?  

Apart from Daniel 11:37, the phrase, "God of 
his father(s)," occurs eight times in the NIV 
(Genesis 46:1, 2 Kings 21:22, 2 Chronicles 
17:4, 21:10, 28:25, 30:19, 33:12, and 34:3), 
and in those verses it always refers to the God 
of the Jews. This might imply that Daniel 11:37 
is also referring to the God of the Jews. 

On the other hand, in both the KJV and the 
NIV the context of Daniel 11:37 uses 
repetition to emphasize that the Antichrist will 
exalt and magnify himself above every god 
(i.e. above the plurality of false gods): 
"And the king shall do according to his will; 
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify 
himself above every god, and shall speak 
marvelous things against the God of gods, 
and shall prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished: for that that is determined shall 
be done. Neither shall he regard the God of 
his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor 
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself 
above al l ." (Daniel 11:36-37, KJV) 

"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt 
and magnify himself above every god and will 
say unheard-of things against the God of 
gods. He will be successful until the time of 
wrath is completed, for what has been 
determined must take place. He will show no 
regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one 
desired by women, nor will he regard any god, 
but will exalt himself above them all.”
 (Daniel 11:36-37, NIV) 
This repeated emphasis on the plurality of 
Gentile gods might mean that the NIV is 
accurate in saying that the Antichrist will show 
no regard for the "gods" of his father, which 
would imply that the Antichrist is a Gentile. 

Another thing in favor of "gods" is that the 
Greek version of the Old Testament which the 
apostles used (called the "Septuagint " or the 
"LXX") has "gods of his father" in Daniel 11:37 
(search the Internet for "Septuagint," or see 
Daniel 11:37 in the Septuagint , for example). 

In addition, the Jewish Publication Society 
Bible also has "gods of his father" 

in Daniel 11:37 (see Daniel 11:37 in the 
Jewish Publication Society Bible ). 

So the evidence in Daniel 11:37 leans toward 
the view that the Antichrist will be a Gentile, 
but nothing can really be proven from this 
verse. 
? In Biblical symbolism, water often 
represents the Gentile nations. For example, 
the apostle John was told in Revelation 17:15 
that the waters in his vision were "peoples, 
multitudes, nations and languages." This is a 
reference to the Gentile nations rather than 
the single nation of Israel. In addition, the 
prophet Daniel was given a vision in which 
four great beasts came up out of the sea 
(Daniel 7:3), and Daniel was told that the four 
beasts represent four kingdoms that will rise 
from the earth (Daniel 7:17). Again, this refers 
to four Gentile nations rather than the single 
nation of Israel. In Revelation 13:1-8 (above), 
notice in John's vision that the Antichrist will 
come out of the sea, which indicates that the 
Antichrist will be a Gentile. 
? In fact, the Scriptural evidence 
shows that not only will the Antichrist be a 
Gentile, but he will either be a Roman or an 
Assyrian. For some thoughts on the "Roman 
vs. Assyrian" debate, you might take a look at 
Does Daniel Debunk the Assyrian Antichrist? 

" T h e  T r i b u l a t i o n "  

Throughout this series we'll see that the Bible 
describes a future seven-year period of 
unprecedented suffering and distress during 
which God will pour out His wrath on the earth. 
It will begin when Israel signs a treaty with the 
Antichrist, and it will end at the Second 
Coming. This seven-year period of time is 
often referred to as "the Tribulation." 

In Part Three of this series we'll look at 
Revelation 6:9-11 (below), and we will see 
that it describes a persecution and martyrdom 
of Christians during the first half of the seven-
year Tribulation: 
"When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under

the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God and the testimony 
they had maintained. They called out in a loud 
voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, until you judge the inhabitants of the 
earth and avenge our blood?" Then each of 
them was given a white robe, and they were 
told to wait a little longer, until the number of 
their fellow servants and brothers who were to 
be killed as they had been was completed." 
(Revelation 6:9-11) 
This persecution of Christians during the first 
half of the Tribulation will be carried out by 
"Mystery Babylon," which will be a one-world 
religious system during the first half of the 
seven-year Tribulation period: 
"One of the seven angels who had the seven 
bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will 
show you the punishment of the great 
prostitute, who sits on many waters. With her 
the kings of the earth committed adultery and 
the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated 
with the wine of her adulteries." Then the 
angel carried me away in the Spirit into a 
desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names and had seven heads 
and ten horns. The woman was dressed in 
purple and scarlet, and was glittering with 
gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a 
golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable 
things and the filth of her adulteries. This title 
was written on her forehead: 

MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE 
MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood 
of the saints, the blood of those who bore 
testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was 
greatly astonished." (Revelation 17:1-6) 
The above passage tells us that the kings of 
the earth will commit "spiritual adultery" with 
this "prostitute," which indicates that this will 
be a one-world religious system. This false 
religious system will be "drunk with the blood 
of the saints," which tells us that it will be 
responsible for a massive persecution of 
Christians. These Christians are people who 
were left behind at the Rapture (because they 
were unsaved at the time of the Rapture), and 
they received salvation at some point during 
t h e  s e v e n - y e a r  T r i b u l a t i o n .  

As we will see later, the Antichrist will break his 
treaty with Israel at the mid-point of the seven-
year Tribulation period, and then he will begin 
a terrible persecution of the nation of Israel. 

According to the pre-tribulational view of the 
Rapture, the Rapture of the Church will 
happen before the seven-year Tribulation 
begins. According to the mid-tribulational view 
and the pre-wrath view and the mid-wrath 
view, the Rapture will happen during the 
seven-year Tribulation period. According to 
the post-tribulational view, the Rapture will 
happen at the end of the seven-year 
Tribulation period (as Jesus is returning to the 
earth at the Second Coming). In this series 
we'll see that the weight of Scriptural evidence 
supports the pre-trib view of the Rapture. 

Consider that all Christians will be "snatched 
up" to meet the Lord in the air when He comes 
for us at the Rapture, and therefore those who 
are left behind will all be unsaved. During the 
seven-year Tribulation there will be multitudes 
of people who will receive salvation, and they 
are all referred to as "saints" in the book of 
Revelation, just as Christians are referred to 
as "saints" (e.g. Ephesians 1:1), and just as all 
of the righteous people in Old Testament 
times are called "saints" (e.g. Psalm 30:4). 
Since there will be "a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language" (Revelation 7:9) who 
will receive salvation after the Rapture 
(according to the pre-trib view), this means 
that people will have a "second chance" to 
receive salvation after being left behind at the 
Rapture. However, those who are so 
hardened to the Gospel that they "refused to 
love the truth and so be saved" will be under a 
powerful delusion which will cause them to 
believe the Antichrist's lies 

(2 Thessalonians 2:10-11). 

Again, the Tribulation will be a seven-year 
period of time during which God will pour out 
His wrath on the earth. Multitudes of people 
will receive salvation during the Tribulation, 
but they will be persecuted by the "Mystery 
Babylon" religious system during the first half 
of the Tribulation. In addition, the Christians
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and the nation of Israel will be persecuted by 
the Antichrist during the second half of the 
Tribulation

( a s  w e  w i l l  s e e ) .  
 

“The Great Tribulation" 
What is the Great Tribulation?
The following prophecy describes a period of 
time which is called a "seven," and when we 
examine this prophecy in Part Two of this 
series we'll see that the "seven" is referring to 
the seven-year Tribulation period. According 
to this prophecy, the Antichrist will desecrate 
the Jewish temple at the mid-point of the 
seven-year Tribulation by setting up "an 
abomination that causes desolation": 
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"He [the Antichrist] will confirm a covenant 
with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 
'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set 
up an abomination that causes desolation, 
until the end that is decreed is poured out on 
him." (Daniel 9:27) 
In the next passage, Jesus said that when this 
"abomination that causes desolation" (Daniel 
9:27, above) is standing in the Jewish temple, 
this will signal the beginning of a time of great 
distress: 
"So when you see standing in the holy place 
'the abomination that causes desolation,' 
spoken of through the prophet Daniel--let the 
reader understand--then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the 
roof of his house go down to take anything out 
of the house. Let no one in the field go back to 
get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those 
days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! Pray that your flight will not take 
place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then 
there will be great distress, unequaled from 
the beginning of the world until now--and 
never to be equaled again." (Matthew 24:15-
21) 
The words "great distress" in the above 
passage are translated as "great tribulation" in 
some versions of the Bible. Therefore, the 
mid-point of the seven-year Tribulation is 
often referred to as the beginning of "the Great 
Tribulation," which will be a time of 
unprecedented distress on the earth. 

How long will the Great 
Tribulation last?
In order to determine how long the Great 
Tribulation will last, a little background 
information is needed. In Daniel 4:23-25, the 
p r o p h e t  D a n i e l  i n t e r p r e t e d  K i n g  
Nebuchadnezzar's dream by saying that the 
king will live with the wild animals until "seven 
times" had passed by. Daniel 4:32-33 says 
that when this prophecy came true, King 
Nebuchadnezzar lived with the wild animals 
for "seven times," and his hair grew like the 
feathers of an eagle and his fingernails 
became like the claws of a bird. Notice that 
seven hours or seven days would not be 
enough time for the king's hair and nails to 
grow so long. The "seven times" refers to 
seven years, and in fact the NIV footnote for 
Daniel 4:16 says that "seven times" can be 
translated as "seven years." In addition, 
Strong's Hebrew Dictionary says that the 
Hebrew word for "times" in these verses 
means "a set time; techn. a year:--time." 

So depending on the context, this Hebrew 
word for "time" can have the meaning of 
"year." Three chapters later in the book of 
Daniel we see a prophecy concerning the 
Antichrist, and Daniel used that same Hebrew 
word again: 
"He [the Antichrist] will speak against the Most 
High and oppress his saints and try to change 
the set times and the laws. The saints will be 
handed over to him for a time, times and half a 
time." (Daniel 7:25) 
We will look at this prophecy in more detail 
later, but for now let's look at the expression "a 
time, times and half a time." In this context, 
"time" refers to one year, "times" refers to two 
years, and "half a time" refers to half a year, so 
the total time period here is three and a half 
years. For example, here are some things that 
Bible scholars say about this expression: 
"Or a year, two years and half a year" 
(alternate translation in the NIV 

foo tno te  fo r  Dan ie l  7 :25 ,  above )  

"In a prophetic style as used for a year (Rev. 
12:14, three and one-half years [cf. Rev. 12:6 
in allusion to Dan. 7:25, where kairoi, times, 
also stands for two years])." (The Complete

 Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament, 
Spiros Zodhiates, p.806, emphasis added) 

"a time, times, and half a time. This refers to 
the three and one-half years of the Great 
Tribulation with "a time" equaling one year, 
"times" equaling two years, and "half a time" 
indicating 6 months (cf. Dan. 7:25; 12:7 with 
the 42 months referred to in Rev. 11:2; 13:5). 
References to these specific time periods 
show that the Great Tribulation is not the 
entire present Age but the three and one-half 
years preceding the second coming of Christ." 
(The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 
Walvoord and Zuck, Dallas Theological 
Seminary, p.959, emphasis added) 
Now, in order to determine how long the Great 
Tribulation will last, another useful piece of 
background information is the identity of the 
"woman" in Revelation 12:1-6: 
"A great and wondrous sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve 
stars on her head. She was pregnant and 
cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 
Then another sign appeared in heaven: an 
enormous red dragon [the devil] with seven 
heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his 
heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of 
the sky and flung them to the earth. The 
dragon stood in front of the woman who was 
about to give birth, so that he might devour her 
child the moment it was born. She gave birth 
to a son, a male child, who will rule all the 
nations with an iron scepter. And her child was 
snatched up to God and to his throne. The 
woman fled into the desert to a place prepared 
for her by God, where she might be taken care 
of for 1,260 days." (Revelation 12:1-6) 
In the above passage, the "dragon" is the devil 
(see Revelation 20:2), and the "woman" is the 
nation of Israel. For example, notice that 
Israel was sometimes described as a woman 
in the Old Testament: 
"For your Maker is your husband-- the LORD 
Almighty is his name-- the Holy One of Israel 
is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all 
the earth. The LORD will call you back as if 
you were a wife deserted and distressed in 
spirit-- a wife who married young, only to be 
rejected," says your God." (Isaiah 54:5-6) 

"During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD 
said to me, "Have you seen what faithless 
Israel has done? She has gone up on every 
high hill and under every spreading tree and 
has committed adultery there. I thought that 
after she had done all this she would return to 

me but she did not, and her unfaithful sister 
Judah saw it. I gave faithless Israel her 
certificate of divorce and sent her away 
because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that 
her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she 
also went out and committed adultery."" 

(Jeremiah 3:6-8) 
“I made you grow like a plant of the field. You 
grew up and developed and became the most 
beautiful of jewels. Your breasts were formed 

and your hair grew, you who were naked and 
bare. Later I passed by, and when I looked at 
you and saw that you were old enough for 
love, I spread the corner of my garment over 
you and covered your nakedness. I gave you 
my solemn oath and entered into a covenant 
with you, declares the Sovereign LORD, and 
you became mine. I bathed you with water 
and washed the blood from you and put 
ointments on you. I clothed you with an 
embroidered dress and put leather sandals on 
you. I dressed you in fine linen and covered 
you with costly garments. I adorned you with 
jewelry: I put bracelets on your arms and a 
necklace around your neck, and I put a ring on 
your nose, earrings on your ears and a 
beautiful crown on your head. So you were 
adorned with gold and silver; your clothes 
were of fine linen and costly fabric and 
embroidered cloth. Your food was fine flour, 
honey and olive oil. You became very 
beautiful and rose to be a queen. And your 
fame spread among the nations on account of 
your beauty, because the splendor I had given 
you made your beauty perfect, declares the 
Sovereign LORD." (Ezekiel 16:7-14) 
In addition, the imagery of the sun and moon 
and twelve stars in Revelation 12:1-6 (above) 
is described in a dream that Joseph had: 
"Then he [Joseph] had another dream, and he 
told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had 
another dream, and this time the sun and 
moon and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me." When he told his father [Jacob] as well as
                                                      Next Page
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 his brothers, his father rebuked him and 
said, "What is this dream you had? Will 
your mother and I and your brothers 
actually come and bow down to the 
ground before you?"" (Genesis 37:9-10) 
To recognize the imagery here, recall that 
Jacob's name was changed to "Israel" in 
Genesis 32:28. Jacob (Israel) had twelve 
sons, who became the twelve patriarchs 
of Israel (Acts 7:8). One of Jacob's sons 
was Joseph, who had the dream in the 
above passage (the dream describes 
Joseph's brothers as "eleven stars," and 
Joseph is the "twelfth star"). There are no 
other symbolic descriptions of a sun, 
moon, and twelve stars anywhere else in 
the Bible, so the "woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet and a 
crown of twelve stars on her head" in 
Revelation 12:1-6 (above) is usually 
taken to be a reference to the nation of 
Israel. This is further confirmed by the 
fact that the "woman" (Israel) gave birth 
to a male child who will rule all the nations 
with an iron scepter, and who was 
snatched up to God and to his throne 
(Revelation 12:1-6, above). This male 
child is a reference to Jesus, because 
Jesus was birthed out of Israel (see 
Isaiah 9:1-7 for an example of Israel 
travail ing and crying out under 
oppression and saying that it will be the 
mother of a male child (Jesus), and see 
Isaiah 66:8-11 for a precedent of Israel 
being pictured as a nursing mother), and 
Jesus was snatched up to God's throne 
(at His Ascension in Acts 1:6-11), and 
Jesus will rule the nations with an iron 

scepter (Psalms 2:7-9). 

All of this evidence indicates that the 
"woman" in Revelation 12:1-6 (above) 
refers to the nat ion of  Israel .  

Now, one more useful piece of 
background information is the fact that 
the Jews used a lunar calendar (30 days 
per month, based on the moon's cycles) 
rather than a solar calendar like many of 
us use today (based on the sun). For 
example, notice that some of the Jewish 
religious festivals were based on the 
lunar cycle: 
"Also at your times of rejoicing--your 
appointed feasts and New Moon 
festivals--you are to sound the trumpets 
over your burnt offerings and fellowship 
offerings, and they will be a memorial for 
you before your God. I am the LORD your 
God." (Numbers 10:10) 

"With each bull there is to be a drink 
offering of half a hin of wine; with the ram, 
a third of a hin; and with each lamb, a 
quarter of a hin. This is the monthly burnt 
offering to be made at each new moon 
during the year." (Numbers 28:14) 

"From one New Moon to another and 
from one Sabbath to another, all mankind 
will come and bow down before me," 
says the LORD." (Isaiah 66:23) 
So the Jews had a lunar calendar with 30 
days per month (360 days per year) 
based on the movement of the moon. 
This can also be seen in the description of 
the Flood: 
Genesis 7:11: "In the six hundredth year 
of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of 
the second month--on that day all the 
springs of the great deep burst forth, and 
the floodgates of the heavens were 

      opened.” 
Genesis 7:24: "The waters flooded the 
earth for a hundred and fifty days." 
Genesis 8:4: "[as the flood waters were 
receding] and on the seventeenth day of 
the seventh month the ark came to rest 
on the mountains of Ararat." 
The above verses tell us that the waters 
flooded the earth for 5 months, and notice 

that those 5 months are equivalent to 150 
days. This further confirms that there 
w e r e  3 0  d a y s  p e r  m o n t h .  

Now that we have gathered some 
background information, we can 
determine how long the Great Tribulation 
will last by examining the following 
passages (recall that the Great 
Tribulation will be characterized by 
intense persecution of the saints and the 
nation of Israel): 
"He [the Antichrist] will speak against the 
Most High and oppress his saints and try 
to change the set times and the laws. The 
saints will be handed over to him for a 
time, times and half a time." (Daniel 7:25) 

"The woman [the nation of Israel] was 
given the two wings of a great eagle, so 
that she might fly to the place prepared 
for her in the desert, where she would be 
taken care of for a time, times and half a 
time, out of the serpent's [the devil's] 

reach." (Revelation 12:14) 

"I was given a reed like a measuring rod 
and was told, "Go and measure the 
temple of God and the altar, and count 
the worshipers there. But exclude the 
outer court; do not measure it, because it 
has been given to the Gentiles [the 
Antichrist and his forces]. They will 
trample on the holy city for 42 months."" 

(Revelat ion 11:1-2) 

"The beast [the Antichrist] was given a 
mouth to utter proud words and 
blasphemies and to exercise his authority 
for forty-two months." (Revelation 13:5) 

"She [the nation of Israel] gave birth to a 
son [Jesus], a male child, who will rule all 
the nations with an iron scepter. And her 
child was 

snatched up to God and to his throne. 
The woman fled into the desert to a place 
prepared for her by God, where she 
might be taken care of for 1,260 days." 
(Revelation 12:5-6) 
The above passages all take place in the 
context of the Antichrist's persecution 
during the seven-year Tribulation, and 
we have already seen that "a time, times 
and half a time" refers to three and a half 
years (Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 12:14, 
above). In addition, forty-two months is 
also three and a half years (Revelation 
11:1-2 and 13:5, above). And based on 
the lunar calendar (which has 30 days 
per month), 1,260 days is also three and 
a half years (Revelation 12:5-6, above). 

We will look at the details of the above 
passages later in this series, but what 
these passages indicate is that the 
Antichrist will persecute the Christians 
and the nation of Israel for three and a 
half years. Since the Antichrist will 
desecrate the Jewish temple and exalt 
himself as God and begin this terrible 
persecution at the mid-point of the 
seven-year Tribulation (as we saw 
earlier), and since this persecution will 
last for three and a half years (according 
to the above passages), this means that 
the Great Tribulation is equivalent to the 
last half of the seven-year Tribulation 

period. 
When Jesus returns to the earth at the 
Second Coming, He will kill the Antichrist 
(and his armies) and rescue the 
persecuted people, which will bring the 
Tribulation and the Great Tribulation to 

an end. 

Will the Great Tribulation be cut 
short?
When Jesus described the Great 
Tribulation, notice that He said, "If the

Lord had not cut short those days, no one 
would survive": 
"When you see 'the abomination that 
causes desolation' standing where it 
does not belong--let the reader 
understand--then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one 
on the roof of his house go down or enter 
the house to take anything out. Let no 
one in the field go back to get his cloak. 
How dreadful it will be in those days for 
pregnant women and nursing mothers! 
Pray that this will not take place in winter, 
because those will be days of distress 
unequaled from the beginning, when 
God created the world, until now--and 
never to be equaled again. If the Lord had 
not cut short those days, no one would 
survive. But for the sake of the elect, 
whom he has chosen, he has shortened 
them." (Mark 13:14-20) 
According to this passage, the Great 
Tribulation (the final three and a half 
years of the Tribulation) will be so terrible 
that no-one would survive it if God had 
not "cut short" the days of the Great 
Tribulation. Some people interpret the 
above passage to mean that God will 
shorten the Great Tribulation so that it will 
be less than three and a half years, but 
there are several problems with that 
view. For one thing, a moment ago we 
saw that the Great Tribulation will last for 
1,260 days, which is a very exact 
timeframe. Notice that if God shortens 
that timeframe then the Great Tribulation 
will not last for 1,260 days, which would 
contradict Revelation 12:5-6 (above). 
This makes it unlikely that God will 
shorten the length of the Great 
Tribulation. For further evidence, notice 
what an angel did when the prophet 
Daniel was given some end-times 
prophecies: 
""At that time Michael, the great prince 
who protects your people, will arise. 
There will be a time of distress such as 
has not happened from the beginning of 
nations until then. But at that time your 
people--everyone whose name is found 
written in the book--will be 
delivered." ... Then I, Daniel, looked, and 
there before me stood two others, one on 
this bank of the river and one on the 
opposite bank. One of them said to the 
man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river [i.e. an angel], "How 
long will it be before these astonishing 
things are fulfilled?" The man clothed in 
linen, who was above the waters of the 
river, lifted his right hand and his left hand 
toward heaven, and I heard him swear by 
him who lives forever, saying, "It will be 
for a time, times and half a time. When 
the power of the holy people has been 
finally broken, all these things will be 
completed. From the time that the daily 
sacr i f ice is  abol ished and the 
abomination that causes desolation is 
set up, there will be 1,290 days."" (Daniel 
12:1,5-7,11) 
In the above passage we see a 
description of the time of unparalleled 
distress (just as Jesus described it in 
Mark 13:14-20, above), and we see "the 
abomination that causes desolation" 
(just as Jesus described it in Mark 13:14-
20, above). Notice that in this context 
concerning the Great Tribulation, an 
angel lifted both of his hands and swore 
an oath by Him who lives forever that "It 
will be for a time, times and half a time." 
We have already seen that "a time, times 
and half a time" is three and a half years, 
and the angel swore a solemn oath with 
both hands lifted up to heaven that the 
Great Tribulation will last for three and a 
half years. It will not last longer than that, 
nor will it end sooner than that. 
In order to understand what it means for 

The Great Tribulation to be "cut short," 
let's look at Mark 13:20 again: 
"If the Lord had not cut short those days, 
no one would survive. But for the sake of 
the elect, whom he has chosen, he has 
shortened them." (Mark 13:20) 
This indicates that instead of allowing the 
Great Tribulation to continue until no-one 
is left alive, God has already shortened 
those days by decreeing that they will last 
for three and a half years (exactly 1,260 
days). Remember, God's plans and 
purposes were established long before 
the earth was created, and the plans of 
the Lord stand firm forever. His purposes 
will be carried out exactly as He had 
planned them: 
"But the plans of the LORD stand firm 
forever, the purposes of his heart through 
all generations." (Psalms 33:11) 

"The LORD Almighty has sworn, "Surely, 
as I have planned, so it will be, and as I 
have purposed, so it will stand. ... For the 
LORD Almighty has purposed, and who 
can thwart him? His hand is stretched 
out, and who can turn it back?" 

(Isaiah 1 4 : 2 4 , 2 7 )  

"Remember the former things, those of 
long ago; I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is none like me. I 
make known the end from the beginning, 
from ancient times, what is still to come. I 
say: My purpose will stand, and I will do 
all that I please. From the east I summon 
a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a man to 
fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that 
will I bring about; what I have planned, 
that will I do." (Isaiah 46:9-11) 
God knows "the end from the beginning, 
from ancient times, what is still to come" 
(Isaiah 46:9-11, above), and long ago He 
"cut short" the length of the Great 
Tribulation by decreeing that it will last for 
exactly 1,260 days. 

The Great Tribulation will begin at the 
mid-point of the seven-year Tribulation 
period when the Antichrist breaks his 
treaty with Israel and desecrates the 
Jewish temple, and it will last for the final 
three and a half years of the Tribulation 
until Jesus returns to the earth at the 

S e c o n d  C o m i n g .  

"The Millennium" 
When Jesus returns to the earth (at the 
Second Coming) He will set up a new 
government, and then He will physically 
reign on earth for one thousand years. 
This thousand-year reign of Christ on 
ear th  i s  o f ten  re fe r red  to  as  

" T h e M i l l e n n i u m . "  

However, some people feel that this view 
takes the book of Revelation too literally 
when it talks about the "thousand years." 
In order to determine whether the 
"thousand years" is meant to be literal or 
symbolic in the book of Revelation, let's 
first look at all of the occurrences of the 
Greek word chi l ia (" thousand") 
throughout Revelation: 
"And I will give power to my two 
witnesses, and they will prophesy for 
1,260 days [literally "one thousand two 
hundred sixty days"], clothed in 

sackcloth." (Revelation 11:3) 

"The woman fled into the desert to a 
place prepared for her by God, where 
she might be taken care of for 1,260 days 
[literally "one thousand two hundred sixty 

days"]." (Revelation 12:6) 

"They were trampled in the winepress 
outside the city, and blood flowed out of 
the press, rising as high as the horses' 
bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia 
[literally "one thousand six hundred 
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stadia"]." (Revelat ion 14:20)  
"He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years." 

( R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 2 )  
"He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, 
he must be set free for a short time." 

( R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 3 )  
"They came to life and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years." 

( R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 4 )  
"(The rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were ended.) 
This is the first resurrection." 

( R e v e l a t i o n  2 0 : 5 )  
"they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with him for a thousand 
years." ( R e v e l a t i o n 2 0 : 6 )  
"When the thousand years are over, 
Satan will be released from his prison" 
(Revelation 20:7) 
These are all of the places where the 
apostle John used the Greek word chilia 
("thousand") in the book of Revelation. In 
the above passages, if we set aside the 
"thousand years" for a moment and we 
focus on the other uses of the Greek 
word chilia, Bible scholars point out that 
the apostle John always used chilia in a 
literal way 
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in those verses. Therefore, it is 
reasonable to interpret the "thousand 
years" as being a literal period of time 
based on John's normal usage of the 

Greek word chi l ia. 
For further evidence, notice that John 
used the expressions, "the thousand 
years," and, "a short time," in the same 
verse: 
"He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, 
he must be set free for a short time." 
(Revelation 20:3) 
Some people believe that the "thousand 
years" in Revelation 20:3 (above) is 
meant to be a symbolic way of saying "a 
long time," but notice that "a short time" is 
being used in a literal way (not a symbolic 
way) in that same verse. Since John did 
not use a symbolic way of saying "a short 
time" (above), it is inconsistent for us to 
claim that John used a symbolic way of 
saying "a long time" in the very same 
verse. Therefore, the grammatical 
evidence leads many scholars to the 
conclusion that John was speaking of a 
literal thousand-year period of time. 

Another reason for taking the "thousand 
years" literally is that John emphasized 
this phrase by using it 6 times in the 
space of 6 verses (as we can see in 
Revelation 20:2-7 above). This form of 
repetition in the Bible is always 
significant because it was a method of 
teaching which was used by Jewish 
Rabbis throughout history, and it is used 
periodically throughout Scripture. For 
example, in Genesis 2:4-9 there is a 
repeated emphasis on "the LORD God" 
(5 times in 6 verses), and this repeated 
emphasis on "the LORD God" is also 
found a few verses later in Genesis 2:15-
22 (6 times in 8 verses). So the fact that 
John repeatedly emphasized the 
"thousand years" (6 times in 6 verses), 
plus the fact that those verses describe 
specific events which will happen before 
and after the thousand years, all support 
the conclusion that the Millennium will be 
a literal thousand-year period of time. 

Furthermore, notice that this period is 
sometimes called "the" thousand years, 
and notice the specific events which will 
happen before and after the thousand 
years: 
? "...and bound him [satan] for a 
thousand years." (Revelation 20:2) 

? "... until the thousand years were 
ended. After that, he [satan] must be set 
free for a short time." (Revelation 20:3) 
? "...They came to life and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years." 
(Revelation 20:4) 
? "(The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years 
were ended.)..." (Revelation 20:5) 
? "...and will reign with him for a 
thousand years." (Revelation 20:6) 
? "When the thousand years are 
over, Satan will be released from his 
prison." (Revelation 20:7) 
This is unmistakably a specific block of 
time which has a definite beginning point 
and a definite ending point, and this block 
of time is specifically called "the" 

t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .  
Bible scholars also point out that the 
events in chapter 20 of the book of 
Revelation (including the Millennium) all 
follow sequentially after the events 
described in chapter 19 (which ends with 
the Second Coming). This indicates that 
the Millennium is a specific period of time 
which will come after the Second 
Coming. For example, The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary (Walvoord and 
Zuck, Dallas Theological Seminary, 
p.978) says, "There is thus no linguistic 
or grammatical suggestion that these 
events 
are anything other than events following 
the second coming of Christ and 
o c c u r r i n g  i n  s e q u e n c e . "  

People who do not believe in this literal, 
future thousand-year period of time 
sometimes say that we are in the 
"Millennium" now, and that the devil was 
"bound" at the cross in fulfillment of 
Revelation 20:2-3: 
"He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years. He 
threw him into the Abyss, and locked and 
sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, 
he must be set free for a short time." 
(Revelation 20:2-3) 
However, this view (which says that the 
devil was "bound" at the cross) 
contradicts the New Testament 
passages which describe the devil as a 
prowling lion who is actively engaged in 
combat against Christians, as in these 
examples: 
"Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that your brothers throughout 
the world are undergoing the same kind 
of  suffer ings."  (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

"Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. ... In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one." (Ephesians 6:11-12,16) 

"I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for 
your sake, in order that Satan might not 
outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 
schemes." (2 Corinthians 2:10-11) 
The devil was certainly defeated at the 
cross, but he is still free and active. He 
has not yet been locked away and sealed 
in the Abyss. Since the devil will be 
"bound" in the Abyss at the beginning of 
the thousand years (Revelation 20:2-7, 
above), and since the devil is not "bound" 
yet (according to the above passages), 
this indicates that the Millennium is a 
future period of time. 
                                              Next Page
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For all of these reasons, the weight of 
Scriptural evidence supports the literal 
interpretation of the "thousand years" in 
the book of Revelation. This thousand-
year reign of Christ on earth is often 
referred to as "the Millennium," and my 
article called Beyond the Second 
Coming provides numerous Scriptural 
descriptions of what life and government 
will be like during the Millennium. 

“The Church" 
What is the Church?
A basic definition of "the Church" is that 
it's a group of people, all of whom have 
faith in Jesus Christ as their living Savior. 
In other words, every person from the 
first century 

until the Rapture who (during his or her 
lifetime) believes in the resurrected 
Jesus as his or her Savior (i.e. every 
person who has received salvation) is a 
member of the Church. Every person 
who does not have salvation is therefore 
outside of the Church. When a person 
receives salvation through faith in Jesus, 
at that exact moment he or she 
automatically becomes a member of the 
Church. Notice that this has nothing to do 
with church attendance. There are many 
people who go to church but who have 
not yet received salvation, and they are 
n o t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  

Scriptural Descriptions of the 
Church
? The members of the Church 
have the indwelling Holy Spirit in their 
hearts: 
"Those controlled by the sinful nature 
cannot please God. You, however, are 
controlled not by the sinful nature but by 
the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. 
And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if 
Christ is in you, your body is dead

because of sin, yet your spirit is alive 
because of righteousness. And if the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit, who 
l ives in you." (Romans 8:8-11) 

"Now it is God who makes both us and 
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
set his seal of ownership on us, and put 
his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come." 

(2 Corinthians 1:21-22) 

"And you also were included in Christ 
when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having 
believed, you were marked in him with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are 
God's possession--to the praise of his 
g l o r y . "  ( E p h e s i a n s  1 : 1 3 - 1 4 )  

"What you heard from me, keep as the 
pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good 
deposit that was entrusted to you--guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives 
in us." (2 Timothy 1:13-14) 
? The members of the Church are 
"in Christ": 
"Greet Andronicus and Junias, my 
relatives who have been in prison with 
me. They are outstanding among the 
apostles, and they were in Christ before I 
w a s . "  ( R o m a n s  1 6 : 7 )  

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

"And you also were included in Christ 
when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having 
believed, you were marked in him with a 

seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are 
God's possession--to the praise of his 
glory." (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

"Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus, To all the saints 

in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with 
t h e  o v e r s e e r s  a n d  d e a c o n s : "  
(Philippians 1:1) 
? The members of the Church 
"belong to Christ": 
"Through him and for his name's sake, 
we received grace and apostleship to call 
people from among all the Gentiles to the 
obedience that comes from faith. And 
you also are among those who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ." 

(Romans 1:5-6) 
“If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we 
die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we 
live or die, we belong to the Lord." 

(Romans 14:8) 
"For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive. But each in his own turn: 
Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to him." 

(1Corinthians 15:22-23) 
"Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires." (Galatians 5:24) 
? The Church is "the bride of 
Christ" (as we'll see in Part Seven). 
? The Church is "the body of 
Christ": 
"And God placed all things under his feet 
and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way." 

(Ephesians1:22-23) 
"Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up into him who is 
the Head, that is, Christ. From him the 
whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and

builds itself up in love, as each part does 
i ts  work."  (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

"And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
every th ing he might  have the 
supremacy." (Colossians 1:18) 

When was the Church created 
on the earth?
Notice what Jesus said concerning the 
Church: 
"And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it." 
(Matthew 16:18) 
Jesus said that He will build His Church, 
which indicates that there was no such 
thing as "the Church" when Jesus made 
this statement. At that point the Church 
was a new thing which will be created in 

t h e  f u t u r e .  
Jesus used the Greek word ekklesia in 
the above verse, which means 
"assembly, church" (Strong's Greek 
Dictionary). There were other ekklesias 
("assemblies") in the Bible, such as "the 
assembly in the desert" (Acts 7:38), and 
public assemblies of citizens (as in Acts 
19:29-41), and so on. However, in 
Matthew 16:18 (above), Jesus described 
a unique form of ekklesia which would be 
directly related to Him ("my 

c h u r c h " ) .  

Notice that the Church had come into 
existence by the time of Acts 2:47, and 
new members were being added to it 
daily: 
"...And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved." (Acts 2:47, 
KJV) 
Therefore, the Church was created 
sometime after Matthew 16:18 (above) 
and before Acts 2:47 (above). 

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH
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In order to determine when the Church was 
created, notice that John the Baptist had said 
that the Holy Spirit will one day be 
experienced by people in a new and different 
way through a "Spirit baptism" administered 
by Jesus: 
"John answered them all, "I baptize you with 
water. But one more powerful than I will 
come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire."" (Luke 3:16) 
The Holy Spirit was active in certain people's 
lives during Old Testament times (as in 
Exodus 35:30-33 and Numbers 11:25-26), 
but in the above passage John the Baptist 
described a new experience of the Holy Spirit 
(a "baptism" of the Holy Spirit which will be 
administered by Jesus). After Jesus was 
resurrected, He reminded the disciples of this 
new Spirit baptism, and then He said that it 
will happen to them in just a few days: 
"On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: "Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit." So when they met together, they 
asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to 
them: "It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After 
he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight." 
(Acts 1:4-9) 
Some people believe that the "baptism" of the 
Holy Spirit happens automatically for 
everyone at the moment when they receive 
salvation, and other people believe that it is a 
voluntary second experience of the Holy 
Spirit which we can receive after salvation 
(for spiritual empowerment). Either way, this 
spirit baptism was a new thing which no-one 
ever experienced before the cross. It is only 
experienced by Christians, which means that 
it is directly related to the Church. In Acts 1:4-
9 (above), the Church did not yet exist 
because this new experience of the Holy 
Spirit had not yet been received by anyone. 
Several days later, the disciples received this 
new experience of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost: 
"When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place. Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them." 
(Acts 2:1-4) 
On the day of Pentecost (above), this new 
experience of the Holy Spirit was first
                                     Continue on Page 9
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Our automotive parts may be imported, but our prices are not

Hoe anders sal kaartbedrog voorkom word?

Krediet- en debietkaartbedrog is steeds besig om toe te 
neem, ten spyte van nuwe PIN-tegnologie wat ontwikkel 
is om dit te bekamp. Kaartdiefstal neem teen 'n 
ontstellende koers toe, en daar sal dringende stappe 
geneem moet word om dit uit te skakel. Die enigste 
oplossing hiervoor is mikro-rekenaartjies op 'n 
silikonskyfie, wat onder mense se vel ingespuit word. 
Daar is reeds vasgestel dat die regterhand of voorkop die 

plekke is om só 'n skyfie in te plant. Niemand kan dan jou kaart steel nie, en by alle 
betaalpunte kan jou regterhand of voorkop net voor 'n skandeerder gehou word om die 
transaksie af te handel en jou rekening elektronies te debiteer. 
Die Bybel het 2000 jaar gelede reeds gesê dat tegnologie van hierdie aard ontwikkel sal word, 
waardeur die Antichris alle koop- en verkoopstransaksies sal beheer (Op. 13:16-18). Hy sal 
egter hierdie tegnologie gebruik om mense totaal te beheer, hulle bewegings te monitor en 
hulle te dwing om die Antichris nie net as wêreldregeerder te aanvaar nie, maar ook as God se 
aanbid. Deur 'n verbintenis van hierdie aard sal mense hulle siele aan die Antichris verkoop en 
as gevolg daarvan sy oordeel in die hel met hom deel: "As iemand die dier en sy beeld aanbid 
en 'n merk op sy voorhoof of op sy hand ontvang, sal hy self ook drink van die wyn van die 
grimmigheid van God wat ongemeng ingeskink is in die beker van sy toorn, en hy sal gepynig 
word met vuur en swawel voor die heilige engele en voor die Lam. En die rook van hulle 
pyniging gaan op tot in alle ewigheid, en hulle het dag en nag geen rus nie  hulle wat die dier 
en sy beeld aanbid, en elkeen wat die merk van sy naam ontvang" (Op. 14:9-11).
Ons moet die tekens van die tye in ag neem sodat ons teëhouers van die Antichris en sy nuwe 
wêreldorde van politieke, godsdienstige en ekonomiese eenheid op aarde kan wees (2 Thess. 
2:7-8; Op. 13:1-18), en kan waak en bid om waardig te wees om die verdrukking te ontvlug en 
die Here Jesus met die wegraping in die lug tegemoet te gaan (Luk. 21:36; 1 Thess. 4:16-18)
                                                                                                   Gestuur na:   THE CHRIST
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The chip is scanned and your Radio 
Frequency ID can be used to do your banking, 
shopping, start your car, unlock your front 
door, time clock you at work, admit you to the 
cinema, pay for dinner at the restaurant, let 
you into a public toilet etc etc etc.

You will not carry money for anything and 
therefore cannot be mugged for your money. 
You can be quickly found if kidnapped (like 
your cars tracker) Giving you complete control 
over your life.....????....or so you think.....

Actually you will be handing over control of 
your life....
If you step out of line or do something the law 
dont like you doing, your chip can be limited or 
even deactivated. This means someone else 
has control over your life. For example: You 
can be stopped from accessing your own 
house, starting your car, paying for your 
groceries or anything else, prevented from 
entering public shopping malls, banks, 
hospitals etc etc. 
Your movements can be tracked and your 
whole life can be controled by the government.
Everything you buy or spend money on will be 
recorded in the data base.Everywhere you go 
will be recorded in the data base. Big Brother 
will be recording your every move....and if 
theres a CCTV camera around...then Big 
Brother can literally see what you are doing....

By accepting the RFID chip you will become 
part of the population who are controlled by 
the Police State Government.

If you value what little freedom you have....

DO NOT TAKE THE CHIP.... 
The bible warns us against this - 
Do not take this lightly 

Please all, we cannot pray against this chip 666 
because the Bible predicted it will come and now it is 
here. Let's pray that our loved ones, friends and work 
colleagues do not fall from eternal glory with Jesus 
Christ by planting this chip into their bodies. 

H ere is the chip: 

The chip can be used to track nearly anything. 
Due to its small size it can be embedded into 
or attached to nearly any item.
(Including that office pen you stole last week)

All your personal details etc will be stored on 
"secure" internet data bases.
The chip will only (or so they say) contain your 
unique 16 digit ID number.

666 

Revelation 13:18 
Here is wisdom. He who has 
knowledge let him get the 
number of the beast; 
because it is the number of 
a man: and his number is 
Six hundred and sixty-six. 
Revelation 13:17 
So that no man might be 
able to do trade but he who 
has the mark, even the 
name of the beast or the 
number of his name. 
Revelation 14:11 
And the smoke of their pain 
goes up for ever and ever; 
and they have no rest day 
and night, who give worship 
to the beast and his image, 
and have on them the mark 
of his name. 
Revelation 19:20 
And the beast was taken, 
and with him the false 
prophet who did the signs 
before him, by which they 
were turned from the true 
way who had the mark of 
the beast, and who gave 
worship to his image: these 
two were put living into the 
sea of ever-burning fire. 
Revelation 20:4 
And I saw high seats, and 
they were seated on them, 
and the right of judging was 
given to them: and I saw the 
souls of those who were put 
to death for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and those who did not 
give worship to the beast, or 
to his image, and had not 
his mark on their brows or 
on their hands; and they 
were living and ruling with 
Christ a thousand years. 
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LP LOWVELD
PACKAGING

SAVE
SAVE

SAVE
SAVE

SAVE

LOTS OF MONEY ON
*Household Detergents

*Toilet Paper
*Refuse Bags
*Freezer Bags

*Sandwich Bags
*Dischcloths & Dishwabs

*Mops & Brooms
*Pot Scourers & Steelwool

*Sauces & Spices
*Backing Products

AVAILABLE AT UNBELIEVABLE LOW PRICES

AT

30 Rapid Street
Riverside Industrial Park, Nelspruit

013 755 2786 / 8

LONGER YOU TAKE - MORE MONEY YOU WASTE
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8.Shortly after the Second Coming, all of the 
righteous people from Old Testament times will be 
resurrected and will be made immortal, and all of 
the Christians who died during the Tribulation will 
be resurrected and will be made immortal. At this 
point, every righteous person throughout history 
has been made immortal, with the exception of the 
Tribulation survivors. 
9.Then the thousand-year government of Christ 
on earth (the Millennium) will begin. All of the 
survivors of the seven-year Tribulation will be 
blessed by being allowed to enter into the 
Millennial Kingdom of righteousness, peace, and 
prosperity. 
10.During the Millennium, babies will be born. 
Some of them will eventually receive salvation, 
and some won't. 
11.After the thousand years are over, all 
unbelievers will be dead and in Hades along with 
the rest of the unrighteous people throughout 
history. There will be no resurrection of the 
righteous dead after the Millennium because no 
righteous people will die during the Millennium. It 
appears that death during the Millennium will only 
happen to Gentiles who don't receive salvation by 
their 100th birthday, and no Jews will ever die 
during the Millennium. 
12.Judgment Day will take place after the 
Millennium, and all of the unrighteous people 
throughout history will then be cast into the Lake of 
Fire. None of the righteous people throughout 
history will go through Judgment Day. 
13.God's future plans will come to pass 
throughout eternity. 
These things will all be explained throughout this 
series on the Rapture, and in my series called 
Beyond the Second Coming 

(with the exception of point #6). 

Conclusion
Recall that roughly one-third of the Bible deals 
with prophecy. Prophecy is obviously very 
important to God, and therefore it should be 
important to us as well. Notice what God says: 
Revelation 1:3: "Blessed is the one who reads the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear it and take to heart what is written in 
i t , b e c a u s e  t h e  t i m e  i s  n e a r "  

Revelation 22:7: "Behold, I am coming soon! 
Blessed is he who keeps [tereo] the words of the 

prophecy in this book." 
1 Thessalonians 5:20: "do not treat prophecies 
with contempt" 
The above passages mention a special blessing 
which is only available through the study of the 
book of Revelation, for those who "read" it and 
"hear" what it says and "take to heart" what is 
written in that book. In Revelation 22:7 (above), 
the Greek word for "keeps" (tereo) means: 
"Particularly to watch, observe attentively, keep 
the eyes fixed upon, with the acc. (Rev.1:3, 
keeping for the fulfillment of the prophecy; 22:7, 
9...)" (The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the 
New Testament, Spiros Zodhiates, p.1380) 
Therefore, it's important to keep watching for 
these end-times prophecies to come to pass (for 
example, see my article called Signs of the Times 
i n  E n d - T i m e s  B i b l e  P r o p h e c y ) .  
Again, prophecy is very important to God, and 1 
Thessalonians 5:20 (above) says that 

Honda Wing Witbank
c/o Mandela & Maria Street

Tel: 013 656 3805 / Fax: 013 656 4110

Walter - 083 754 9850
Jeanetta - 072 011 0809

Charlie - 083 629 0707

Authorised Honda Dealer

Tornado XR 250                    CBR 125                            CBR 1000                      ST 1300 R41 999   R23 999 R137 999    R142 999

we must not treat prophecies with contempt. 
Therefore, let's be careful not to dishonor God by 
considering Bible prophecy to be a waste of time 
o r  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  

Final Note
Sincere Christians have different views 
concerning the timing of the Rapture, but we 
should keep in mind that all Christians will be 
raptured at the appropriate time no matter what 
our personal views are concerning the Rapture. If 
we are caught up to be with Jesus before the 
seven-year Tribulation period begins, then praise 
the Lord! But if the Antichrist comes to power 
before Jesus returns for us then praise the Lord 
anyway, and let's work together to oppose the 

A n t i c h r i s t .  
All for Your glory, Lord Jesus!
www.precioustestimonies.com
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Hell is Real...
Don't be fooled!

keywords: hell, child of hell, Satan, hell is real, Jesus 
saves from hell
People don't like to hear about hell. But I'm here to tell you 
that if Jesus is not your Lord and Savior, you are on your 
way to hell. Some of you will be upset at this bad news. 
You think that I'm all gloom and doom. Tell me this...if your 
house were on fire, would you want me to let you know? 
Of course you would. You'd probably thank me for telling 
you. Well, if you go to hell, YOU will be the one on fire. 
Hell may not be a politically correct topic these days, but 
many people enter hell everyday. Out of the 120,000 
people that die everyday, most end up in hell. Hell is a real 
place despite the fact that people laugh and say that they 
want to go there. They simply don't understand how 
terrible hell is. Just because you've never seen hell 
doesn't mean it doesn't exist. We have a searing, 
accurate description of what hell is like in God's word. 
(We'll get to some scriptures in a minute) Hell is awful and 
if you don't believe in Jesus, you'd better get on the stick 
or else that's going to be your eternal destination. 
Satan, the god of this world, WILL NOT always cause 
havoc. His doom is already foretold, "And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." 
(Revelation 20:10) 
Did you know that if you do not belong to Jesus Christ you 
belong to Satan? You don't have to be a card carrying 
Satanist to serve Satan. You don't have to be a murderer, 
drunkard or drug addict, either. All you have to do is 
ignore Jesus Christ. If you don't have Jesus today, you 
are deceived and hell bound--you are a child of hell, a 
child of the devil. 
How many times have I heard someone say, "A loving 
God wouldn't put His creatures in hell." Well I have news 
for you, friend, God is not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance (II Peter 3:9). 

 Know ye not that hell was not created for man? Hell was 
created for the devil and his angels-- 
Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 

PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. 
(Matthew 25:41) 
Men go to hell because they choose the devil's way and 
reject the Lord Jesus Christ. God is holy and will not allow 
any sin in His kingdom. As a result, when people die in 
their sins they are forever banished from the presence of 
God to a fiery place called hell--a place of shame, 
contempt, and torment. Incidentally, Satan won't be 
ruling in the lake of fire. He'll be condemned and 
tormented just like everybody else-- 
the devil...shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever. (Revelation 20:10)
Think about this...God, out of profound love for you--a vile 
sinner who has transgressed His commandments--let 
His own beautiful, dear Son be sacrificed for YOUR sins! 
Jesus wasn't a sinner. He didn't sin one time. He didn't die 
for Himself. He died for you. To save YOU. That's why He 
is called the Saviour. Because He SAVES from hell! If you 
reject His sacrifice and trod it underfoot it should not be 
too hard for you to understand that the same God who 
sacrificed His beloved Son will expeditiously cast your 
rebellious hind parts into hell and the lake of fire. 
NOTHING unclean will ever enter God's heaven--and all 
unregenerate people are unclean. I too was once dead in 
trespasses and sins, but one lovely day I turned my face 
to Jesus and got washed in the blood. You can too--no 
matter what you've done. 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. Isaiah 1:18
God does not want you in hell! Jesus came to save you 
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 from that horrible place! Get right with 
Jesus and you won't go there! Look at 
these scriptures: 
As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; 
for why will ye die... (Ezekiel 33:11) 
The Lord is...not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. (II Peter 3:9) 
The Bible says that God loves you so 
much that the Creator of this universe 
(Jesus Christ) came to "taste death" for 
every man. Jesus wasn't just some 
baby for a manger scene. He is God 
come in the flesh to destroy the power 
of death and hell--He holds the keys, 
people! If you say yes to Jesus, hell 
won't be your final destination. If you 
say no to Jesus, hell will be your eternal 
home. There is no getting out and no 
comfort--it's everlasting. 
Regardless of whether you believe it or 
not, hell exists and the Bible says that it 
is never full. I've heard folks say that 
hell is not mentioned in the Bible or that 
hell is just the grave. Well, let's take a 
look at what the Bible says. Here are a 
few scriptures that deal with hell and 
the lake of fire (at the final judgment, 
hell, death and those not written in the 
book of life will be cast into the lake fire): 
Matthew 25:41 (Jesus speaking to 
people at final judgment), ...Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 
Revelation 14:11, And the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for ever and 
ever: and they have no rest day nor 
night... 
Revelation 20:12, 15, And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the 
book of life...And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire. 
Matthew 10:28, And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 
Luke 12:5, But I will forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which AFTER 
he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 
Matthew 18:8, 9 Wherefore if thy hand 
or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and 
cast them from thee: it is better for thee 
to enter into life halt or maimed, rather 
than having two hands or feet to be cast 
into everlasting fire. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: it is better for thee to enter into life 
with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire. 
Matthew 25:46, And these shall go 
away into EVERLASTING punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal. 
II Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be 
punished wi th  EVERLASTING 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 
Isaiah 66:24, And they shall go forth, 
and look upon the carcasses of the men 
that have transgressed against me: for 
their worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched; and they shall 
be abhorring unto all flesh. 
Mark 9:44 (speaking of hell), Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 
Jude 7, Sodom and Gomorrha...are set 
forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. 
Matthew 22:13, ...Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast him 
into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 13:41-42, The Son of man 
(Jesus) shall send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity; and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. 
Revelation 21:8, But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death. 
Psalm 9:17, The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God. 
Isaiah 14:99-11, 15 (referring to Lucifer), 
Hell from beneath is moved for thee to 
meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the 
dead for thee...all they shall speak and 
say unto thee, Art thou also become 
weak as we? art thou become like unto 
us? Thy pomp is brought down to the 
grave, and the noise of thy viols: the 
worm is spread under thee, and the 
worms cover thee...thou shalt be 
brought down to hell, to the sides of the 
pit. 
Daniel 12:2, And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and EVERLASTING 
contempt. 
The following is a true story as told by 
the Lord Jesus in Luke 16:19-31: 
19. There was a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day: 
20. And there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of sores, 
21. And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table: moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 
22. And it came to pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom: the rich man also 
died, and was buried; 
23. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24. And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I 
am tormented in this flame. 
25. But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things: but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 
26. And beside all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to 
you cannot; neither can they pass to us, 
that would come from thence. 
27. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, 
father, that thou wouldest send him to 
my father's house: 
28. For I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come 
into this place of torment. 
29. Abraham saith unto him, They have 
Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. 
30. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: 
but if one went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent. 
31. And he said unto him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 
Sinner, you will either TURN from your 
sins to Jesus or you will BURN for your 
sins. You will repent or perish. If you 
reject the Lord Jesus Christ, you will be 
tormented in the flames forever without 
a single, solitary hope. Hell is real

HELL IS REAL
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Elmadre Butchery is Going Big

Meet the owners of this, very fast
g r o w i n g  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s .
Rassie (founder) has been in the
meat  indust ry  fo r  more than
fifteen years and has made a big
impression in the Lowveld. 
His son, Wimpy joined later and 
t o g e t h e r  t h e y  r u n  t h e  m o s t
exiting butchery, just off Ferreira
street in Nelspruit. 
There’s no doubt, whatsoever that you, 
as customer will not only receive the 
best possible service, but also the best 

Quality and of course, the best value for 
money. Elmadre Butchery has been 
trading at their stylish shop for
almost five years and offers more
than just your daily meat supply.

Now you can get your freshly baked
bread, milk and vegetables as well.
This extra service certainly saves you 
from having to shop around and all
you need is under one roof.
                                   
                                     By Hein Smit 

- Meat Hampers (made to order)
- Vacuum Packed for Hotels and Restaurants 

- Outside Catering for any Function
- Fresh Bread, Milk and Vegetables Daily

Tel: 013 744 3504  Fax: 013 755 6141

Rassie: 082 928 1445   Wimpie: 082 828 3819

Panelbeaters
Hail Damage Claims House Call Quotes Insurance Claims Major Manufacture Approvals
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Casting your ideas into stone

* Widest rage available 
  in Mpumalanga

* Best quality workmanship 
  and prices

* Granite and quartz tops

* Kitchen Tops

* Vanity Tops

* Bathroom Tops

* Commercial

* Counter tops

* Bar Tops

* Braai Areas 

* Lab TopsT
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Email: granitea-zdesigns@vodamail.co.za   www.granitea-zdesigns.co.za
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      n die afgelope jaar het verskeie tekens     
    van die tye 'n belangrike boodskap oor 
die eindtyd ingehou. Hieronder was die 
volgende tekens baie prominent:
Natuurrampe
2004 was 'n jaar van natuurrampe en 
ontwrigte weerspatrone, en hierdie jaar het 
in die ergste natuurramp in moderne tye 
geëindig  die tsunami van 26 Desember 
2004, waarin meer as 160 000 mense in 
Suidoos-Asië dood is. Dit is deur 'n 
kragtige aardbewing op die seebodem 
veroorsaak. Die Here Jesus het gesê: “...en 
daar sal hongersnode wees en pessiektes en 
aardbewings op verskillende plekke” 
(Matt. 24:7). In die eindtyd vind daar 'n 
skerp toename in hierdie tekens plaas as 'n 
voorspel tot God se oordele in die groot 
verdrukking.
Nog 'n teken in die natuur wat baie 
opvallend is, is aardverwarming wat na 
skroeiende hitte, 'n toename in orkane en 
tropiese storms, die smelt van ys in die 
poolstreke en stygende seevlakke lei. Dit is 
net die begin van ongekende hittegolwe in 
die toekoms: “En die mense is geskroei met 
'n groot hitte, en hulle het die Naam van 
God gelaster wat mag het oor hierdie plae” 
(Op. 16:9). 
2004 was die jaar van die meeste orkane in 
die VSA. In die westelike Atlantiese oseaan 
het 15 tropiese storms en 9 orkane ontstaan. 
In Augustus en September het Amerika en 
die Karibiese Eilande onder ses orkane 
deurgeloop. Florida is kort ná mekaar deur 
drie orkane getref. 'n Orkaan het 'n 
windsnelheid van 120 kilometer per uur of 
vinniger. Indien die windsterkte daal, neem 
die orkaan na 'n tropiese storm af. Verder 
het daar in 2004 ook 1722 tornado's in 
Amerika voorgekom, terwyl die gemiddeld 
1200 per jaar is. Twintig daarvan was 
“killer tornadoes” waarin mense dood is. 'n 
Tornado is 'n werwelstorm, of 'n 
dwarrelstorm, wat deur 'n tregterwolk 
gekenmerk word. Dit volg 'n smal roete 
terwyl dit voortbeweeg  anders as 'n orkaan 
wat honderde kilometers breed kan wees.
Die mens is weerloos teen die kragte van 
die natuur. Wanneer hierdie tekens 
toeneem, sal hulle weet dat God hulle 
oordeel weens hulle sondes. Die 
meerderheid van hulle sal God egter laster 
oor die plae (Op. 9:20-21; 16:9). 
Die tyd van Noag en Lot
Die Here Jesus het gesê dat daar in die 
laaste  dae 'n  herhal ing van die  
tydsomstandighede van Noag en Lot sal 
wees (Luk. 17:26-30). In die tyd van Noag 
was boosheid, gewelddadigheid en totale 
verhardheid teenoor die Here oral in die 
hele bewoonde wêreld aan die orde van die 
dag (Gen. 6:5-13). Ná 120 jaar se prediking 
was daar, benewens Noag en sy sewe 
gesinslede, nie een enkele bekeerling nie, 
daarom het die Here die goddeloses 
verdelg. Hierdie beginsel staan steeds vas: 
alle mense van alle tye wat God se genade 
aanhoudend versmaai, gaan geoordeel en 
verdelg word. Dié wat reeds dood is, sal 
opgewek word in die opstanding van die 
goddeloses om hulle oordeel voor 'n 
regverdige God te ontvang (Op. 20:11-15). 
Ons leef nou in 'n tyd waarin mense al hoe 
boser word, en ook al hoe harder teen die 
evangelie van verlossing. Valse herlewings 
wat op tekens en wonders gebaseer is, 
floreer, asook humanistiese prediking 
sonder 'n kosteberekening en 'n ware 
wedergeboorte. Die kruisevangelie wat 
verootmoediging, gebrokenheid van hart 
en sondebelydenis vereis, is egter besig om 
te verdwyn.
In die tyd van Lot was mense ewe 
gewelddadig en boos, en in Sodom en 
Gomorra was homoseksualisme ook 
wydverspreid. Na hierdie euwel word 
vandag nog as “sodomie” verwys (1 Kor. 
6:10). In moderne taal noem sulke mense 
hulleself “gays.” Hulle het oral in die 
wêreld 'n veldtog gevoer om sosiaal en 
grondwetlik as normale mense met 'n 
alternatiewe lewenstyl aanvaar te word. As  

gevolg van die groot verdorwenheid van die 
nasies het die gays maklik daarin geslaag om 
aanvaar te word en wettige huwelike met 
mekaar te kan sluit. Nou is dit hulle mikpunt 
om ook godsdienstig deur alle gelowe aanvaar 
te word, en selfs die reg te hê om predikers te 
kan word. Met hierdie veldtog van hulle maak 
hulle ook groot vordering omdat die meeste 
kerke besig is om heeltemal van Bybelse 
standaarde en beginsels af weg te beweeg en 'n 
mensgerigte i.p.v. 'n Godgerigte evangelie te 
verkondig.
Die gays hou groot saamtrekke waarin tot 250 
000 van hulle die strate van 'n stad oorneem om 
hulle teenwoordigheid te demonstreer en hulle 
saak te stel. Só 'n internasionale byeenkoms 
van homoseksuele, lesbiese en biseksuele 
persone is in 2000 in Rome gehou. Hulle 
volgende byeenkoms word vir die komende 
somer in Jerusalem beplan. Hulle sien 
Jerusalem as die stad wat ten nouste met drie 
groot godsdienste geassosieer is, naamlik die 
Christendom, Judaïsme en Islam. Hulle wil vir 
hierdie gelowe sê dat hulle daar is en aanvaar 
wil word. Daar word uit verskillende kringe 
sterk teen hulle beoogde saamtrek betoog, 
maar hulle is vasberade om daarmee voort te 
gaan. Hulle het ook baie “vriende” in hierdie 
gelowe. In verskeie kerke in die Westerse 
wêreld staan lesbiese en gay predikers al op 
kansels. Die NG Kerk het ook besluit om sy 
diskriminasie teen gays te staak en hulle as 
volwaardige lidmate te aanvaar. Word ander 
sondaars ook sonder bekering en 'n 
lewensverandering as lidmate aanvaar?
Die herstel van Israel
Die fisiese, staatkundige en geestelike herstel 
van Israel is baie duidelike tekens van die 
eindtyd (Eseg. 36:22-28). Israel is reeds fisies 
en staatkundig herstel, terwyl meer Jode uit 
verskillende lande steeds na dié land 
immigreer. Nou moet hulle voorberei word om 
die Messias te ontvang wanneer Hy kom, en 
sodoende geestelik herstel te word. Net voor sy 
kruisiging het die Here Jesus aan die inwoners 
van Jerusalem gesê: “Julle sal My van nou af 
sekerlik nie sien nie totdat julle sal sê: Geseënd 
is Hy wat kom in die Naam van die Here!” 
(Matt. 23:39). Behalwe vir relatief klein 
groepies Messiaanse Jode is Israel as volk 
geestelik egter nog net so dood en vyandig 
teenoor Jesus as wat hulle voor die 
internasionale verstrooiing in die eerste eeu 
was.
Wat gaan Israel daartoe dryf om vir Jesus as 
Messias te aanvaar wanneer Hy weer kom? 'n 
Groot benoudheid wat oor hulle sal kom. In 
hulle geestelike verblindheid sal hulle 'n 
ernstige oordeelsfout begaan en met die valse 
messias (die Antichris) 'n verbond sluit (Joh. 
5:43). Hy sal hulle die reg gee om die tempel in 
Jerusalem te herbou, sodat hulle Jesus se offer 
aan die kruis verder kan verwerp en hulle hoop 
in die hervatting van diere-offers in die 
herboude tempel kan stel. In die middel van sy 
sewe jaar lange verbond met Israel sal die 
Antichris egter hulle offerdiens verbied (Dan. 
9:27), 'n beeld van homself in die 
Allerheiligste van die tempel laat oprig en 
homself tot God verklaar (Dan. 11:31,36; 2 
Thess. 2:4). 
Die Here Jesus het van hierdie tyd gesê: 
“Wanneer julle dan die gruwel van die 
verwoesting, waarvan gespreek is deur die 
profeet Daniël, sien staan in die heiligdom... 
dan moet dié wat in Judéa is na die berge vlug... 
want dan sal daar groot verdrukking wees soos 
daar van die begin van die wêreld af tot nou toe 
nie gewees het en ook nooit sal wees nie” 
(Matt. 24:15-21). Dit sal 'n tyd van groot 
benoudheid vir Israel wees, waaruit net 'n 
oorblyfsel gered sal word (Jer. 30:7; Rom. 
9:27).
Israel stuur dus op die groot verdrukking onder 
die leiding van die valse messias af (Eseg. 
22:19-22). Satan is egter bewus daarvan dat 
Jesus Christus terugkom aarde toe, en 
spesifiek na die stad Jerusalem toe, om Israel 
se vyande te oordeel, die oorblyfsel van Israel 
te red en dan self van die herstelde troon van 
Dawid af oor Israel én die hele wêreld te regeer 
(Sag. 14:2-13; Jer. 3:17; Hand. 15:16-17). In 'n 
poging om dit te probeer voorkom, blaas die

duiwel geweldige haat en vyandigheid teen 
Israel aan en probeer om hulle geestelike 
verder te verblind en ook hulle land en hulle 
hoofstad, Jerusalem, te verdeel en die een 
helfte aan die Palestyne te gee, wat Israel se 
vyande is. 
Die ontluikende nuwe wêreldorde gee aan al 
Satan se planne uitvoering, en oefen 
geweldige druk op Israel uit om hulle land en 
hoofstad te verdeel. Die Here sê egter dat Hy 
die nasies sal oordeel wat teen Israel te velde 
trek en ook hulle land verdeel (Joël 3:2). 
Amerika is beslis nie 'n goeie vriend van Israel 
nie, want hulle het die “padkaart” na die 
verdeling van Israel opgestel om vir 'n 
Palestynse staat voorsiening te maak. Hulle 
voorsien ook die verdeling van Jerusalem en is 
op die oomblik met voorbereidings besig om 
hulle Ambassade uit 'n oorwegend Arabiese 
gebied in Oos-Jerusalem na 'n nuwe gebou te 
verskuif wat in Arnona in Wes-Jerusalem 
opgerig word.
Al hierdie verwikkelings bring die tyd van 
God se oordele vinnig nader. Almal wat 
Christus as Verlosser en Koning van die 
wêreld verwerp, insluitende die verblinde 
Joodse volk, sal aan die diktatuur van die 
Antichris uitgelewer word. Dit sal gebeur 
nadat die Here die ware gelowiges, soos in die 
tyd van Noag en Lot, vooraf uit die ramptoneel 
van goddelike oordele verwyder het (Luk. 
21:36).
Die Russies-Arabiese inval in Israel
In Esegiël 38 en 39 word 'n groot inval in Israel 
beskryf waarin Gog in die land Magog 
(Rusland), saam met Persië (Iran), Togarma 
(Turkye), Gomer (Duitsland), Put (Libië) en 
Kus (Ethiopië), asook ander lande saam met 
hulle, Israel sal inval. Die Here sê spesifiek dat 
hierdie oorlog in die laaste dae sal plaasvind 
(Eseg. 38:8,16). Die groeiende gees van 
Jodehaat in die wêreld, en meer spesifiek in die 
Arabiese wêreld, is die motiverende ideologie 
agter hierdie toekomstige oorlog. Israel word 
reeds as die groot bedreiging vir wêreldvrede 
beskou, en dit is net 'n kwessie van tyd voordat 
die oorlog van Esegiël 38 en 39 sal uitbreek. 
Baie lande sal bereid wees om die Arabiere in 
hulle uitwissingsoorlog teen Israel te help, en 
sodoende die vrye vloei van olie uit hierdie 
lande na die res van die wêreld te verseker.
Daar is aanduidings dat Israel meer gehate 
raak en dat hulle vyande beplan om hulle te 
verdelg (vgl. Ps. 83:3-9). Op die oomblik is 
daar 'n groot magsopbou in verskeie van hulle 
buurlande aan die gang, maar veral in Iran 
waar kerntegnologie met die hulp van Rusland 
in 'n gevorderde stadium van ontwikkeling is. 
Diplomatieke pogings word tans deur die 
internasionale gemeenskap aangewend om 
Iran te oorreed om hulle kernprogram te staak. 
Israel het volgens berigte reeds besluit om, 
indien hierdie pogings nie slaag nie, 'n militêre 
aanval op Iran se kernaanlegte te doen. Israel 
beplan om bunkerbomme te gebruik om 
ondergrondse aanlegte te verwoes. Baie Russe 
sal ook in só 'n aanval sterf. Die VSA sê dat 
hulle nie in Israel se pad sal staan om so 'n 
aanval te doen nie. 'n Aanval van hierdie aard 
sal egter die probleme vir Israel aansienlik 
vererger en die groot oorlog van Esegiël 38 en 
39 verhaas.
In Turkye, wat steeds 'n Westerse bondgenoot 
en vriend van Israel is, is 'n groot swaai in die 
openbaring mening téén Israel en Amerika aan 
die gang. Turkye se bevolking bestaan uit 98% 
Moslems, en hulle veroordeel openlik vir 
Amerika oor sy inval in Irak, en ook vir Israel 
oor sy optrede teen die Palestyne. Verder word 
uit Turkye berig dat meer as 50 000 kopieë van 
Hitler se boek, Mein Kampf, reeds in dié land 
verkoop is en nou nommer 4 op hulle lys van 
beste verkopers is. In hierdie boek, wat Hitler 
in 1939 geskryf het, word grootskaalse 
Jodehaat aangeblaas. 
Vervolging van bekeerlinge uit Islam
Sowat 3000 Christene in Brittanje verkeer in 
groot gevaar omdat hulle hul uit Islam tot die 
Christendom bekeer het. Plaaslike Moslems 
vervolg hulle nou omdat só 'n persoon volgens 
die Islamitiese sharia-wette as 'n verraaier 
beskou word wat doodgemaak moet word.
Nasser Hoessein van Bradfort word al drie jaar 

lank vervolg. Sy motor is gestamp en aan die 
brand gesteek. Bakstene is al dikwels deur sy 
huis se vensters gegooi, en hy het al 
dreigemente ontvang dat sy huis afgebrand sal 
word. Hoessein en sy vrou was voormalige 
Moslems wat tot bekering gekom het. Die 
dreigemente teen hulle duur steeds voort.
Duisende sulke bekeerlinge word oral in die 
wêreld vervolg. In lande soos Saoedi-Arabië, 
Iran en Soedan, is daar wette wat bepaal dat 
sulke afvalliges tereggestel moet word. Dit 
word egter nie altyd gedoen nie, maar 
vervolging word teen die skuldiges ingestel, 
en vreemde “ongelukke” tref hulle. Die Bybel 
verwys na 'n groot vervolging teen Christene 
wat in die eindtyd sal uitbreek (Matt. 24:9; Joh. 
16:2-3).
Sjinese aggressie teen Taiwan
Sjina het reeds 700 ballistiese missiele op die 
vasteland teenoor Taiwan ontplooi, en is tans 
besig om die arsenaal na 800 uit te brei. 
Hierdie wapens sal gebruik word om die 
eilandstaat op sy knieë te bring indien Taiwan 
aanhoudend sou weier om by Sjina ingelyf te 
word. 
Die groot militêre bedreiging wat Sjina vir die 
hele wêreld inhou, moet nie onderskat word 
nie. In Openbaring 9:13-19 en 16:12-16 word 
'n oorlog beskryf waarin 200 miljoen soldate 
uit die Ooste oor die Eufraatrivier sal optrek 
om 'n derde van alle mense op aarde dood te 
maak. Deur hulle interkontinentale ballistiese 
kernmissiele kan hulle oral op aarde 
verwoesting saai. Hierdie mag sal by die 
oorlog van Armageddon deur Christus self 
vernietig word (Op. 19:19-21). Sjina is steeds 
'n kommunistiese land wat totaal vyandig teen 
die Christendom en die Bybel is, en dit is te 
begrype waarom hulle die Antichris ten volle 
sal ondersteun       Gestuur na: THE CHRIST
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       his beautiful story  was  written  by  a   
  doctor who worked in Africa .
One night I had worked hard to help a 
mother in the labor ward; but in
spite of all we could do, she died, leaving 
us with a tiny, premature baby
and a crying two-year-old daughter.
We would have difficulty keeping the baby 
al ive, as we had no incubator
(we had no electricity to run an incubator) 
We also had no special feeding facilities. 
Although we lived on the equator, nights 
were often chilly with treacherous drafts. 
One student midwife went for the box we 
had for such babies and the cotton wool 
that the baby would be wrapped in. 
Another went to stoke up the fire and fill a 
hot water bottle. She came back shortly in 
distress to tell me that in filling the bottle, it 
had burst (rubber perishes easily in 
tropical climate)."And it is our last hot 
water bottle!" she exclaimed. As in the
West, it is no good crying over spilled milk, 
so in Central Africa it might be
considered no good crying over burst
water bottles. They do not grow on
trees, and there are no drugstores down 
forest pathways. "All right," I said, "put the 
baby as near the fire as you safely can, 
and sleep between the baby and the door 
to keep it free from drafts. Your job
i s  t o  k e e p  t h e  b a b y  w a r m . "
The following noon , as I did most days, I 
went to have prayers with any
of the orphanage children who chose to 
g a t h e r  w i t h  m e .  I  g a v e  t h e
youngsters various suggestions of things 
to pray about and told them about
the tiny baby. I explained our problem 
about  keep ing  the  baby warm
enough, mentioning the hot water bottle, 
and that the baby could so easily
die if it got chills. I also told them of the 
two-year-old sister, crying because her 
mother had died. During prayer time, one 
ten -year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with the 
usual blunt conciseness of our African 
children. "Please, God" she prayed,      .       

God is Good
All the Time

T



"Send us a hot water bottle today. It'll be no good 
tomorrow, God, as the baby will be dead, so 
please send it this afternoon." While I gasped 
inwardly at the audacity of the prayer, she 
added, "And while You are about it, would You 
please send a dolly for the little girl
so she'll know You really love her?"
As often with children's prayers, I was put on the 
spot. Could I honestly say "Amen"? I just did not 
believe that God could do this. Oh, yes, I know 
that He can do everything; the Bible says so. But 
there are limits, aren't there? The only way God 
could answer this particular prayer would be by 
sending me a parcel from the homeland. I had 
been in Africa for almost four years at that time, 
and I had never, ever, received a parcel
from home. 
Anyway, if anyone did send me a parcel, who 
would put in a hot water bottle? I lived on the 
equator! Halfway through the afternoon, while I 
was teaching in the nurses' training school, a 
message was sent that there was a car at my 
front door. By the time I reached home, the car 
had gone, but there on the verandah
was a large 22-pound parcel. I felt tears pricking 
my eyes. I could not open the parcel alone, so I 
sent for the orphanage children. Together we 
pulled off the string, carefully undoing each knot. 
We folded the paper, taking care not to tear it 
unduly. Excitement was mounting. Some thirty
or forty pairs of eyes were focused on the large 
cardboard box. From the top, I lifted out brightly-
colored, knitted jerseys. Eyes sparkled as I gave 
them out. Then there were the knitted bandages 
for the leprosy patients, and the children looked 
a little bored. Then came a box of mixed raisins 
and sultanas - that would make a batch of buns 
for the weekend. Then, as I put my hand in 
again, I felt the.....could it really be? I grasped it 
and pulled it out. Yes, a brand new, rubber hot 
water bottle. I cried. I had not asked God to send 
it; I had not truly believed that He could. Ruth 
was in the front row of the children. She rushed 
forward, crying out, "If God has sent the bottle, 

He must have sent the dolly, too!" Rummaging 
down to the bottom of the box, she pulled out the 
small, beautifully-dressed dolly. 
Her eyes shone! She had never doubted! 
Looking up at me, she asked: "Can I go over with 
you and give this dolly to that little girl, so she'll 
know that Jesus really loves her?" Of course, I 
replied! 
That parcel had been on the way for five whole 
months, packed up by my former Sunday school 
class, whose leader had heard and obeyed 
God's prompting to send a hot water bottle, even 
t o  t h e  e q u a t o r .  A n d  o n e  o f  t h e
girls had put in a dolly for an African child - five 
months before, in answer to the believing prayer 
of a ten-year-old to bring it "that afternoon." 
"Before they call, I will answer." (Isaiah 65:24) 
When you receive this, please pray the prayer 
below. That's all you have to do. No strings 
attached. Just send it on to whomever you want - 
but please do send it on. Prayer is one of the 
best free gifts we receive. There is no cost, but a
lot of rewards. Let's continue praying for one 
another. This awesome prayer takes less than a 
minute. 

“Heavenly Father, I ask You to bless my friends 
reading this. I ask You to minister to their spirit. 
Where there is pain, give them Your peace
and mercy. Where there is self-doubting, 
r e l e a s e  a  r e n e w e d  c o n f i d e n c e  t o
work through them. Where there is tiredness or 
exhaustion, I ask You to give them 
understanding, guidance, and strength. Where 
there is fear, reveal Your love and release to 
them Your courage. Bless their finances, give 
them greater vision, and raise up leaders and 
friends to support and encourage them. Give 
each of them discernment to recognize the evil 
forces around them and reveal to them the 
power they have in You to defeat it. I ask You to 
do these things in Jesus' Name. Amen”

                                       Sent to: THE CHRIST

God is Good All the Time

WE MAKE THE

STRONGEST DOOR

ON THE MARKET
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS,

NOT ALL TRELLIS DOORS ARE

TRELLIDOR

PUT US TO THE TEST, CALL 0861-TRELLIDOR.

Trellidor is the manufacturer of the strongest security door in the
world, the Trellidor Trojan. In fact, is the only South African sliding 
security manufacturer to achieve the internationally acclaimed
LPCB (London) product strength certification rating. Call us and find
out why Trellidor is the ultimate crime barrier

Andy: 083 626 9579
Sias:082 852 9446
Werner: 078 800 5274
Trellidor Nelspruit: 013 741 2331
www.trellidor.co.za

           ees net hier en ervaar die WONDER van God!    
           Dit laat mens snik na jou trane om weereens te  
          Besef wat 'n “AWESOME” GOD ons dien! 
Mag jul NOOIT twyfel aan Sy krag en almag nie!
Lees die storie van Dries hieronder en besluit vir julle 
self. Hierdie was die man wat ons in die rystoel gesien 
het toe ons die LNA presentations gaan doen het by 
Customs in Zeerust. Hy het 'n virus opgedoen toe hy 
'n trok vol beeste wat by Kopfontein oor die grens 
gaan ondersoek het om te sien of daar geen onwettige 
smokkelary aan die gang is nie. Hy het daardie dag 
(drie jaar terug) 'n virus vanaf die beeste gekry
wat sy spierhegtings gevreet het totdat hy nie sy 
spiere kon gebruik soos 'n normale mens nie. Ek 
onthou hoe siek hy gelyk het toe ek hom in die
rystoel gesien het en hoe jammer ek vir hom was toe 
hy vir my vertel het dat hulle medies niks vir hom kon 
doen nie. Op daardie stadium het hy baie
pyn verduur. ‘n Wonderwerk het met hom gebeur. Sy 
getuienis: Ek kan nie vertel hoe goed Jesus vir ons is 
nie. Die Here het elke gebed van my verhoor. Dit is 
lekker om te kan loop. Jy moenie op my trots wees
nie, want dit is nie ek wat dit laat gebeur het nie. Ons 
moet Jesus dank, wonderwerke gebeur daagliks en 
ons loop met oogklappe aan. Ons het op 5 Junie ons 
Pinksteraand gehad, Ek doen die musiek in die Kerk
op die rekenaar. Ek het Agnus Dei van Michael W 
Smith gespeel en die lied was amper klaar gewees. 
My regterhand wat die muis vasgehou het, het ewe
skielik begin opwaarts trek en dit het gelyk of ek 'n 
kramp in my hand gekry het. Terwyl my hand so 
opwaarts trek het ek 'n naalde- en speldegevoel in my 
hand gekry wat deur my lyf begin trek het.

Ek het toe weer Agnus Dei gespeel en ek het 
voorentoe gegaan en vir die dominee gevra "Izaan 
bid vir my, ek wil vanaand uit hierdie stoel uit
wees." Die dominee. het net gesê: "Sjoe", en seker vir 
3 minute lank stil gestaan en seker maar "gedink". 
Hy. het sy hande op my gelê en begin bid. Ek kon
die Heilige Gees voel vloei binne in my. Ek het toe 
probeer om myself uit die stoel uit op te druk, maar 
die dominee het gewys dat ek moet wag.

Na omtrent so 30 sekondes het dit gevoel of iemand 
my uit die stoel uit optel en toe ek weer sien toe staan 

Die Here Is Groot - getuienis
L

ek. Dominee het my hande gevat en gesê ek moet 
saam met hom loop. Daar het my voete begin 
beweeg. Cynthia en ek het so gehuil van blydskap. 
Die hele Gemeente het saam met my getjank.
My kinders was in die moederskamer gewees en een 
van die vrouens het vir my kinders gaan sê hulle moet 
kom kyk ek loop.
.
My oudste dogtertjie, Bèhanke (8) het in die paadjie 
afgehardloop en al wat ek kon hoor is dat sy sê 
"Dankie Liewe Jesus, dankie" My vrou was so
geskok gewees sy het gehuil en kon nie beweeg nie. 
Die tweeling het ook gehuil, maar hulle was nog te 
klein om te kon onthou dat ek voorheen wel
geloop het.
Die Here het mense se oë laat oopgaan. Ek kan nie 
genoeg dankie sê vir die Here wat Hy gedoen het nie. 
Die 3 jaar was vir my en my vrou baie moeilik
gewees, maar Jesus het ons verlos en ons 
s m e e k g e b e d e  v e r h o o r .  E k  h e t  g e e n
pyn meer in my bene of my heupe nie. Die 
fisioterapeut en die dokter was verstom gewees. My 
spiere is net baie styf en as ek 'n ver entjie gestap
het is ek verskriklik moeg en lam in my bene.

Die Here gee my elke dag krag om verder en verder te 
loop. Ek vertrou op die Here, want sy werking met 
my is nog nie klaar nie. Dit het die medici
verkeerd bewys, want hulle het gesê ek sal nooit weer 
kan loop nie, maar geloof in Jesus maak alles reg!!!!!!

Jy kan besluit wat jy met die e-pos doen sodat almal 
kan sien dat die Here nog steeds wonderwerke verrig.

Lekker dag en onthou die seëninge van Jesus is met 
jou
                                             Sent to: THE CHRIST

THE CHRIST
Christian Newspaper

Please send us all your testimonies for free
publication for our next edition to:

info@thechristnews.co.za
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his past weekend, the A4C 
(Adventures 4 Christ) family, 
fun and adventure day took 
place at the RMFJ (Real Men 

Follow Jesus) campsite, and what a day 
it was. If you were there, you played an 
important role in making the day the 
success that it was. If you weren't there  
don't be troubled, your chance will come 
again next year.  
 
This mammoth charity-driven event took 
place on Saturday 8th of May 2010, and 
there really was something for everyone, 
especially the young-at-heart and 
adventure seekers. But most important of 
all, A4C, as part of their Bible distribution 
milestone for 2010, managed to collect a 
number of Bibles. Every single one counts. 
 
According to Dewald Rosema the event 
was a major success and the team behind 
the event are already fired up for next year's 
event. “It was amazing to see how God 
moved. Everyone who was there had a 
blast. I just want to say thank you to old and 
young who came out to support us. It was 
awesome to see how ministries connected 
and the road to taking hands started!”
The “potjiekos” competition was a major 
hit, filling the air with aromas for miles and 
miles, and the 250 children that A4C 

T

Photo Caption: Children arriving at the A4C Family Day on May 8th. The event had something for 
everyone and a number of Bibles were raised

“A4C@RMFJ Campsite 
- The Event That Was”

 sponsored to attend the event all went to 
bed satisfied and with smiles on their faces 
after having a lovely meal and even lovelier 
day. Bass were caught, bikes were ridden 
and dirty and driving skills were tested to 
the max in the 4x4-challenge.

The food stalls saw hundreds of feet and 
hungry adventured-out faces, the flea 
markets sold most of their crafty or just 
plain wacky goods, jumping castles were 
jumped on until kids couldn't jump 
anymore and water slides were used until
 

l the sun went down. 
 The opportunity to donate Bibles did not end on the 8th, 
it was only the start, so get involved and play a part in 
the revival and hand someone the biggest give ever, the 
Word of God!
 For more information on this event and in-depth 
feedback, please visit www.adventures4christ.co.za.
 

LJ Swart

      beheld when he had opened the     
      sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great    
earthquake. Rev. 6:12. 
Prophecy not only foretells the manner 
and object of Christ's coming, but 
presents tokens by which men are to 
know when it is near. . . . The revelator 
thus describes the first of the signs to 
precede the second advent: "There 
was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became as blood." 
These signs were witnessed before the 
opening of the nineteenth century. In 
fulfillment of this prophecy there 
occurred, in the year 1755, the most 
terrible earthquake that has ever been 
recorded. Though commonly known as 
the earthquake of Lisbon, it extended to 
the greater part of Europe, Africa, and 
America. It was felt in Greenland, in the 
West Indies, in the island of Madeira, in 
Norway and Sweden, Great Britain and 
Ireland. It pervaded an extent of not 
less than four million square miles. In 
Africa the shock was almost as severe 
as in Europe. A great part of Algiers was 
destroyed; and a short distance from 
Morocco, a village containing eight or 
ten thousand inhabi tants was 
swallowed up. A vast wave swept over 
the coast of Spain and Africa, engulfing 
cities, and causing great destruction. 
It was in Spain and Portugal that the 
shock manifested its extreme violence. 
At Cadiz the inflowing wave was said to 
be sixty feet high. Mountains, "some of 
the largest in Portugal ,  were 
impetuously shaken, as it were, from 
their very foundations." . . .--Sir Charles 
Lyell, Principles of Geology, p. 495. . . . 
"The earthquake happened on a holy 
day, when the churches and convents 
were full of people, very few of whom 
escaped."-- Encyclopaedia Americana, 
art. "Lisbon," note (ed. 1831). . . It has 
been estimated that ninety thousand 
persons lost their lives on that fatal day. 
How frequently we hear of earthquakes 
and tornadoes, of destruction by fire 
and flood, with great loss of life and 
property! Apparently these calamities 
a r e  c a p r i c i o u s  o u t b r e a k s  o f  
disorganized, unregulated forces of 

The Violent Earth

I
nature, wholly beyond the control of 
man; but in them all, God's purpose 
may be read. They are among the 
agencies by which He seeks to arouse 
men and women to a sense of their 
danger. 
From Maranatha - Page 150
The most valuable teaching of the Bible 
is not to be gained by occasional or 
disconnected study. Its great system of 
truth is not so presented as to be 
discerned by the hasty or careless 
reader. Many of its treasures lie far 
beneath the surface, and can be 
obtained only by diligent research and 
continuous effort. Ed 123.
Signs in the Heavens
The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the 
great and the terrible day of the Lord

 come. Joel 2:31. 
In the Savior's conversation with His 
disciples upon Olivet, after describing 
the long period of trial for the church--
the 1260 years of papal persecution, 
concerning which He had promised that 
the tribulation should be shortened--He 
thus mentioned certain events to 
precede His coming, and fixed the time 
when the first of these should be 
witnessed: "In those days, after that 
tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light." 
The 1260 days, or years, terminated in 
1798. A quarter of a century earlier, 
persecution had almost wholly ceased. 
Following this persecution, according 
to the words of Christ, the sun was to be 
darkened. On the 19th of May, 1780, 
this prophecy was fulfilled. 

“Almost if not altogether alone, as the most 
mysterious and as yet unexplained phenomenon 
of its kind, . . . stands the dark day of May 19, 1780-
-a most unaccountable darkening of the whole 
visible heavens and atmosphere in New 
England."-- R. M. Devens, Our First Century, p. 89. 
. . . 
The intense darkness of the day was succeeded, 
an hour or two before evening, by a partially clear 
sky, and the sun appeared, though it was still 
obscured by the black, heavy mist. "After 
sundown, the clouds came again overhead, and it 
grew dark very fast." "Nor was the darkness of the 
night less uncommon and terrifying than that of the 
day; notwithstanding there was almost a full moon, 
no object was discernible but by the help of some 
artificial light. . . ."--Isaiah Thomas, Massachusetts 
Spy: or, American Oracle of Liberty, vol. 10, No. 
472 (May 25, 1780). . . . 
                                          Continue on Page 18
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The description of this event, as given by 
eyewitnesses, is but an echo of the words 
of the Lord, recorded by the prophet Joel, 
twenty-five hundred years previous to their 
fulfillment: "The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
the great and the terrible day of the Lord 
come." Christ had bidden His people watch 
for the signs of His advent, and rejoice as 
they should behold the tokens of their 
coming King. 
From Maranatha - Page 151
The Stars of Heaven Fall
The stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken. 
Matt. 24:29. 
In 1833, . . . the last of the signs appeared 
which were promised by the Savior as 
tokens of His second advent. Said Jesus, 
"The stars shall fall from heaven." And John 
in the Revelation declared, as he beheld in 
vision the scenes that should herald the 
day of God, "The stars of heaven fell unto 
the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a 
mighty wind." This prophecy received a 
striking and impressive fulfilment in the 
great meteoric shower of November 13, 
1833. That was the most extensive and 
wonderful display of falling stars which has 
ever been recorded; "the whole firmament, 
over all the United States, being then, for 
hours, in fiery commotion! No celestial 
phenomenon has ever occurred in this 
country, since its first settlement, which was 
viewed with such intense admiration by one 
class in the community, or with so much 
dread and alarm by another." "Its sublimity 
and awful beauty still linger in many minds. 
. . . Never did rain fall much thicker than the 
meteors fell toward the earth; east, west, 
north, and south, it was the same. In a 
word, the whole heavens seemed in 
motion. . . . The display, as described in 
Professor Silliman's Journal, was seen all 
over North America. . . . From two o'clock 
until broad daylight, . . . an incessant play of 
dazzlingly brilliant luminosities was kept up 
in the whole heavens."--R. M. Devens, 
American Progress; or, The Great Events 
of the Greatest Century, ch. 28, pars. 1-5. . . 
. 
Thus was displayed the last of those signs 
of His coming, concerning which Jesus 
bade His disciples, "When ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even at 
the doors." After these signs, John beheld, 
as the great event next impending, the 
heavens departing as a scroll, while the 
earth quaked, mountains and islands 
removed out of their places, and the wicked 
in terror sought to flee from the presence of 
the Son of man. 
But the day and the hour of His coming 
Christ has not revealed. . . . The exact time 
of the second coming of the Son of man is 
God's mystery. 
From Maranatha - Page 152
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The Violent Earth
From page 16

When I was 14 years old I was studying in a convent school at 
Saddar Karachi Pakistan. I belong to a Muslim family. 
My parents forced me to learn the Qur'an by heart when I was 
seven and so I did. I had a lot of Christian fellows (or 
acquaintances) at school. 
I was surprised to see them studying while I always found 
Christians of low profile in the society. I discussed and argued 
a lot with them about the accuracy of Qur'an and rejection of 
Bible by Allah in Holy Qur'an. I always forced them to accept 
Islam. Often my Christian teacher told me not to do so. He 
said, "God may choose you as he chose the Apostle Paulus." I 
asked them who is Paulus, I know Muhammad only.
One day during our discussion I challenged them to burn the 
Holy Books of each other. They should burn the Qur'an and I 
should do the same with the Bible. We agreed: "The book 
which would burn, would be false. The book, which would not 
burn, has the Truth in it. God Himself would save His Word." 
Unfortunately they were not ready to do this because they 
were frightened. Living in an Islamic Country and doing such a 
thing could lead them to face the law and meet its 
consequences. I told them I could do this by myself.
First I set the Qur'an on fire and it got burnt before our eyes. 
Then I tried to do the same with the Bible. As soon as I tried it, 
the Bible struck my chest and I fell on the ground. There was 
smoke all around my body. I was burning, but from a spiritual 
fire.
Suddenly I saw a man with golden hair, wrapped in light on my 
side. He placed his hand on my head and said to me "You are 
my son and from now on you will preach the Gospel in your 
nation. Go! Your Lord is with you."
Then I saw the stone on the grave, which was removed. 
Mariam Magdalene spoke to the gardener who probably took 
the body of my Lord. The gardener was Jesus Himself. He 
kissed the hand of Mariam and I woke up. I felt very strong as

Pakistani Muslim comes Face to 
Face with Jesus Chris

(The Azali Story)
Azali is from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. He was an ardent follower of Mohammed until the results of a 

challenge he laid out before some Christian students. Please read this powerful testimony of how this man was 
converted to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior!

And He said unto them: "Go into the world, and preach the gospel to every Creature." (Mark 16:15)

 if when someone would strike me, I could not be hurt.
I went home and I told my parents about all what happened. 
But they did not believe it. They thought that the Christians got 
me under magic, but I told them that all this happened before 
my very own eyes and that many people were watching this. 
They still did not believe and they turned me out of my home 
and refused to accept me as their family member.

I went to a Church close to my home; I told the Father there all 
about what happened. I asked him to show me the Bible. He 
gave me one and I read about the event of Mariam Magdalene 
and I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior on 02-17-85.
My Family refused to accept me. I went to various churches 
and got more knowledge about the Word of God. I also 
followed many Bible Courses and then I got a ministry.
Now after 20 years, I have seen many people come to the 
Lord and accept Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Thanks to the Lord, I am now married and have a Christian 
family. We are both involved in the work of the Lord and able to 
share the miracles God has been doing in our lives.
Even though it is not easy and we face many hardships, we 
feel like Paul who went through hardships and suffering for the 
Glory of His Savior, who went Himself through suffering during 
His walk on earth and on the cross.
We thank God the Father for sending His Son to this earth and 
giving us free life through Him.
We thank God for His Spirit who encourages us day by day to 
live for Him.

Thank you and God bless you for reading my story. If you 
would like to contact me for prayer or encouragement, I can be 
reached at azali5059457@msn.com or azalikhi@aim.com. 

Pieter Nel
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Pieter Nel AttorneysPieter Nel Attorneys
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Please take note of this spider - it is very dangerous. 
Please warn kids and send to every one you know to 
alert them as well! This spider is breading at a rate of 
speed and is found in more and more South-African 
houses!!!! Violin Spider

Day 5 Day 6 Day 9 Day10

WARNING: Dangerous spider breading rapidly!

In Florida , an atheist created a case against the upcoming Easter and
Passover holy days. He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination 
case
against Christians and Jews and observances of their holy days. The
argument was that it was unfair that atheists had no such recognized 
day (s)

The case was brought before a judge. After listening to the passionate
presentation by the lawyer, the judge banged his gavel and declared,
'Case dismissed.'

The lawyer immediately stood and objected to the ruling and said: 
"Your
honour, how can you possibly dismiss this case? The Christians have
Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur 
and

COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY:
Hanukkah. Yet my client and all other atheists have no such 
holidays";

The judge leaned forward in his chair and said, "But you do. Your 
client, counsel, is woefully ignorant "
The lawyer said, "Your Honour, we are unaware of any special 
observance
or holiday for atheists."

The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is 'April Fools Day' 
Psalm 14:1 states 'The fool says in his heart, there is no God.' 
Thus,
it is the opinion of this court, that if your client says there
is no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his day. Court is
adjourned”
                                     Cape Town

Join Christian Singles
Club for 

Find us on FacebooK.

You don’t need to be 

FREE!

ALONE!

THE CHRIST
C h r i s t i a n   N e w s p a p e r



THE CHRIST  Christian Newspaper                                                                                                                                                                                                         Pg.22

ACROSS 
1. "You ___ were with Jesus of Galilee," she said (Matt 26:69) 
5. their ___ were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire (Dan 3:27) 
9. no remedy for your ___, no healing for you (Jer 30:13) 
13. At ___ Boaz said to her, "Come over here (Ruth 2:14) 
14. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of ___ (Matt 5:3) 
15. hairless (Micah 1:16) 
16. The city was kept under ___ until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah (II Ki 25:2) 
17. I refer to those whose sin does not ___ to death (1 John 5:16) 
18. as ___ was deceived by the serpent's cunning (2 Cor 11:3) 
19. the great house into pieces and the small house into ___ (Amos 6:11) 
20. All who remain in the land will eat ___ and honey (Isa 7:22-23) 
21. The ___ of Jacob will be among the nations (Mic 5:8) 
23. Ephraim is a ___ cake not turned over (Hos 7:8) 
25. I ___ you to bear with my word of exhortation (Heb 13:22) 
26. the harvest of the Nile was the ___ of Tyre (Isa 23:3) 
30. like the garden of Eden, behind them, a desert ___ (Joel 2:3 
33. Jesus entered the temple area and ___ out all who were (Matt 21:12) 
35. To this ___ I labor, struggling with all his energy (Col. 1:29) 
36. Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ___ (Jude 14) 
38. of every kind of clean animal, a male and its ___ (Gen 7:2) 
39. "No ___ sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment (Matt 9:16) 
40. Hazor will become a ___ of jackals (Jer 49:33) 
43. brother of Moses (Ex 4:14) 
44. Rebekah arose, and her ___ (Gen 24:61) KJV 
46. At midnight the cry ___ out: 'Here's the bridegroom! (Matt 25:6) 
48. And it ____ to pass on the morrow (Acts 4:5) 
49. Be careful, or you will be ___ to turn away (Deut 11:16) 
53. He that is surety for a stranger shall ___ for it (Prov 11:15)KJV 
56. all our righteous acts are like filthy ____ (Isa 64:6) 
57. Blessed ___ the pure in heart, for they will see God (Matt 5:8) 
58. from the ___ of Egypt to the Euphrates River (2 Kings 24:7) 
59.slash to the right, then to the left, wherever your ____ is turned (Ezek 21:16) 
60. authority to drive out all demons and to ___ diseases (Luke 9:1) 
61. ___ and all the princes of Kedar were your customers (Ezek 27:21) 
62. your brother Timothy has been ___ (Heb 13:23) 
63. "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your ___ ." (Luke 10:17) 
64. But be ye ___ of the word, and not hearers only (James 1:22) KJV 
65. You lie on ___ inlaid with ivory and lounge on your couches (Amos 6:4) 

DOWN 

1. I saw as the colour of ___ , as the appearance of fire (Ezek 1:27) (KJV) 
2. Let love and faithfulness never ___ you (Prov 3:3) 
3. Then Melchizedek king of ___ brought out bread and wine (Gen 14:18) 
4. no one pours new wine into ___ wineskins (Mark 2:22) 
5. a censer in his hand, and a fragrant cloud of incense was ___ (Ezek 8:11) 
6. and have ___ the weightier matters of the law (Matt 23:23) KJV 
7. they swarmed around me like ___ (Ps 118:12) 
8. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. ___ is not dead but asleep (Luke 8:52 
9. ___ every saint in Christ Jesus (Phil 4:21) KJV 
10. I will make thee ruler ____ many things (Matt 25:23) KJV 
11. They ____ from the Book of the Law of God (Neh 8:8) 
12. From the ___ of the earth I call to you (Ps 61:2) 
19. he tore the lion apart with his ___ hands (Judg 14:12) 
20. And Saul left the ___ and went his way (1 Sam 24:7) 
22. some pistachio ___ and almonds (Gen 43:11-12) 
23. Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and ___ (Ps 39:6) 
24. he imposed on Judah a ___ of a hundred talents (2 Kings 23:33) 
27. "The kingdom of God is ___. Repent and believe (Mark 1:15) 
28. God has granted even the Gentiles repentance ___ life (Acts 11:18) 
29. Adams first home (Gen 2:8) 
30. The boar out of the ___ doth waste it (Ps 80:13) KJV 
31. a prophetess, ___ , the daughter of Phanuel (Luke 2:36) 
32. Your beginnings will ___ humble, so prosperous will your future be (Job 8:7 
34. But the ship struck a sandbar and ___ aground (Acts 27:41) 
37. took ___ branches and went out to meet him (John 12:13) 
38. during the time of King Herod, ___ from the east came to Jerusalem (Matt 2:1) 
40. nor will the desert ___ or the sun beat upon them (Isa 49:10) 
41. but ____ a little wine for thy stomach's sake (1 Tim 5:23) 
42. and the ____ of grapes him that soweth seed (Amos 9:13) KJV 
43. ___ are creatures of little strength (Prov 30:25) 
45. arrest Baruch the ___ and Jeremiah (Jer 36:26) 
47. messengers (Ps 103:20) 
50. Those who were my enemies without ___ (Lam 3:52) 
51. Surely I have acted like a fool and have ___ greatly (1 Sam 26:21) 
52. I will repay them according to their ___ (Jer 25:14) 
53. the ___, and the pelican, and the gier eagle (Lev 11:18) (KJV) 
54. "Don't call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me ___ (Ruth 1:20) 
55. gardener of Eden 
56. it is a ____ thing that the king requireth (Dan 2:11) 
59. figs, which are so ___ they cannot be eaten (Jer 24:8) 
60. a quarter of a ___ of seed pods for five shekels (2 Kings 6:25)

Win one of  Spur vouchers
to the value of Fax to: 086 546 7686

THREE
R300!  

Tom Ritson
Workshop cc

Brake & Clutch
Specialists

Service & Repairs to all makes and models of vehicles
Reparamus todo tipo de veiculos

20 years experience

47 Anderson Street, Nelspruit, Tel: 013 755 2775
Fax: 013 753 2554, Cell: 072 437 1112



Tel: 013 752 2825  Telefax 013 753 3907  email : nelspruit@coastalhire.co.za  Cell: 082 777 2945

Shop 5A Prime Corner Behind Tiger Wheel & Tyre, Prime Corner 2 Old Pretoria Road, Nelspruit

Coastal Hire Nelspruit is the place to go when you need equipment for any building plumbing tiling or DIY 
projects that you're involved with. We are always available to give free advice on all our equipment and are 

committed to give you the best customer service in the Lowveld! Established in 1998 we believe that we set the 
trend for Hiring of Equipment in the area. Therefore don't hesitate! If you need your hiring problems to be solved 

just knock on our door. Coastal Hire Nelspruit vir die flinkste vriendelikste en beste diens in die Laeveld.      

THE CHRIST  Christian Newspaper                                                                                                                                                                                                         Pg.23

2Kor.9:8




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24

